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Marians Address to the Public* 

" Read, and judge.'* 

I HAVE often thought it a thoufand 
pities, that the editors of fuch kind of 
works, who give to 



^ airy nothings 



" A local habitation and a name,'* 

ihould frcqtietitly wafte fo ttiuch time iit 
iflbritig an unincerefted publfc, that their 
^ Vol. L B me- 
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.. ,, , .^-,. .. , . . .; 

ii3£i3i^f cealljr are authetuijCi andaUudeto. 
.particular^perfonage5j asif thofc who read 

merely to be amufed> of.to di(pofe of an 
Jdle hour, which might, but for fuch a re- 

fQurc€, bci, WQr(^ employed, wouJd. give 

one pinch of fnuff to be convinced that 
^the entertaining hiftory pf Clarinda C^th- 
.cart, &c. &c. &9. contained nothing but 

abfolute matter of fadt, 

Thefe frequent, and fometimes folemn 
affertions (which no one diinks it worth 
yrhil^ .to controvert) of^ the authenticity of 
memoirs in general, have certainly created 
^a kind of fcepticifm in thefe matters, which 
.Vill operate, on the mind wh^n real hifto- 
ries, under.fiftitious names, are the fubje(S|^, 
of the pen, — To the multitude of teaders 
it.can he of little confequencc, whether the 
unfbrtynate perfons^ whole true titles^ are. 
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<:anceaded beneath the affumed' dnes of 
Alfred and Eiwina, vere cvcf call^ into 
cxiftence, or-whedier they are the merie 
creatures of the brain: to them it will be 
neediefa to declare, that the mournful' 
pafiages thefe pages contain bear any re^ 
lation to real circumftanccs, the feverity of 
'whiohioverwhebned the moft yirtuous^ and 
.amkblc of human> beings, who Wei^ too^ 
good for the world they lived in. 

^r My alTeverations^ then, are not to thtm^ 
tefs need 4iave I toihake fuch to 'thoftf, 

I who iiWU know yAia/t is truet)r fzKt iii' the ; 
volumes now laid before theptiWici th^ 
to whom the charadters of Alfred and 
£lwina^ werc~known and endeatcd, may 
,rcft fatisfied, as^ to thfrir condudt through^ 
iif€, and the motives that a6tuatedthelaft% 
meafures:of thecveF*.regretted Elwinit ^'* ^ 
B a Manx * 
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\ Many, v?ill:takq up jhrfe. little irolumc«> 
a^d.find thcii: iotereft in them doubly, 
awakened, by difcovering their acquaint-, 
ance with fome of :tjie -charafters. Tj>e; 
figh, thp tear, which the tade,fiinply tal^en; 
in itfelf, would excite in breafts prone toy 
mckat-the rfelation of well-feigned wqc,1 
will, be incrieafed to. anguifh, .lwhenJ^dc6I*.' 
lp£lion..ppint]5.•ojut the! realnfufferersij-.the: 
lovely eyes.of :jhe.jDloonuAg;niiid will be^ 
fufFufed in tears, when flie contemplates 
the pori;rait pf^anrftdijijred.'^c.queCttrtancej '-' 
nor will the hardy;vcftra*i jefiifefthe m^nlyT 
tribute of a tear pyer the untimely gKW^ of 
a brother foldier! 

Readers ! I knew them^— rPear; Were 
they tpimy heart — -ever wil^they live trea-- 
furcd in its now lonely manfion !-^To their 
manes I make the facrifice of teaas, while I. 

retrace 
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retrace their virtues, and celebrate their 
worth! Yet had I been content to have- 
made my own bofom the tomb of their 
hiftory, had not. the bafe fuggeftions of 
thofc who wero bettct ihformedy and, there^- 
fore, finiicd not in ignorance, dared to 
afperfe the cond^uA of the moft amiablfc 
among women! 

Thoft who ihould have gloried in cbn- 
tributing' to her happinefs, confpired the 
deftruftion of her peace ; and, now, when 
their cruelty has accomplifhed her fate in 
this world, they with unremitting malevo- 
lence rake up her aflies, and give motives 
to her adbions equally falfe, and injurious 
to her memory! 
- • ■ «. - ■ ' ■ ' 

H^r friend, her faithful Maria, is parti- 
cularly called .upon, to vindicate Elwina I 
B3 "IVi^^^ 
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Thefe fhccts will do its— her own pen (hall ^ 
be her juftification. — ^Ycs, loved Elwina, ; 
l^e artlefs lines, written immediately from 
the beft of hearts, fliaU, in the minds of 
the candid, acquit you of all ill-^hey 
iljialt do more : they fiiall €re& a throne for 
thf exceUence i and h^^ ftaU ihofe be 
who can emulate thy virtues I Thok wha 
recall thy pifture will join in thy eulogium, > 
while ^ofe hard-hMTted perfi^4bttor5 of the , 
iUKW enionnbed Elwina will hang their 
guilty iKiads^ abafiied^and feel tbe vukur^ . 
i^ remoffe prey, on their vitals ! 



I meant only to have given the letters 
of thefe, fo de^r to my heart ;, but I find it 
neceffary to fay more than I at firft in- 
tc;nded» I wiih ^o make an intercft for 

them . 



FOR FATHERS. 7 

them iti the bofbms of my readers; their 
letters wHl do fo. The eafc and elegance 
of the diftion, with the fentinYents they* 
breathe, will certainly proctirc them an' 
admirer In every peruler. Btft ! ^ut' 
every one to love, to regret them, as I do. 
It. is im{}oi&biel they cannot kn6w them^ 
they cannot love them, like me. Ah, yc ' 
vile calumniators I ye cotild not know 
ttiems your ungenial bofoms glowed not 
with their hallowed fire ! Read, then,, 
thcfe letters — ^Learn to reverence; and, 
fihce your tongues are unequal to their 
praife, in future be filent ! . ^ 

i 

Bleflcd Ipirits, look down on the forlorn 
Maria, who ceafes not to bend her ftream- ^ 
irig eyes over the untimely tomb, which 
enclofes, from her mortal view, the objefti 
neareft and deareft to her heart ! who * 
^ B 4 c^^Ssx 
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ceafes not to anticipate the hour, when flie 
jfhall be reunited in the bonds of ever- 
during friendfhip to thofe, whofe lofe this 
world can never fupply, and whofe worth 
an4 fafFcrings it could not reward 1 

,. MA R I A* 
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ALFRED 's FAMILY. 



A LTHO U G Hit is by no means con- 
fiftent with the doftrine of free- 
agency^ to believe there is an over-ruling 
principle that impels our adlionsj yet how 
frequ^tly we fee, and how unequal arc wc 
to account for it, that every circumftartCc 
of our lives, and of our defcendants, re-' 
ceive their colour and tinfture from fome 
caufe, . which to us fhort-fighted mortals ' 
appears as if we could by no means tavoid> 
or have prevented, any more than have 
orefccn. 

' B 5 : 'tVt.t^ 
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!Thcrc arc 'few perfdns VKb' cannot, 
cither in thcrtifelves or acquaintance, rea- 
dily trace ?ffe6b9 from caufejs which look 
foi like inevitable fate, that, in fome mo« 
ixipnts of their lives, will repder them al- 
moft Iceptics, if not tempcrary predeftina-- 
rians. This truth will be exemplified in 
the pages of this work, which are devoted 
ta the liiemoirs of Alfred*s family* ' 

One fad and unforefeen event ferved to 
tinfture each fucceeding hour; every ca^- 
laenity, which devolved on the amiable, 
but unfortunate Alfred^ might be traced 
up to that caufe : nor was he the* only fuf- 
fcrer; the beiiig dearcft to him in the 
world was lijccwife its viftimj and even 
myfclf, who was no otherwife connefted 
than by the holy bonds of friendlhip,-— 
alas, how many bitter tears havp I /bed ! 
4 h^^v 
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iiow many hours of keen afili&ion have I 
known» Ivhich but for that event might 
halve been changed to bappinefs refulting 
fromr theirs. 

The father of Alfred was the eldcft and 
favourite fon of a man of large poflcflions 
in* the weft of England : He paifed his ^ 
early youth iii the oonnanon r^«//;»^of edu- ' 
cation from Wcftminfter to Oxford^ and 
in the twentieth year of his' age was fcnt to ' 
firiiOi hi& career on the continent. 

By a too early initiation into all the fol* 
lies of diflipated youth left to itfelf> or whac " 
is perhaps more to be deplored, to a tutor 
6ffmall abilities and bad principles, hfe ' 
was near falling afacrifice in two or three' ' 
years, to the deflrudive fhrine of pleafure« 
Frequent rfqionftrances bad been tti|^de by * 
,^^. ;^^ h6 ■ ■ ■ ^^•■•- V5^" 
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his? yet fond parent, who, although he fup- 
plied him with the means of continuing his 
extravagant life, never failed his admoni- 
tions at the fame time. 

Thefe letters always tended to excite in 
hnn a momentary contrition for his paft 
conduft, and a conftant refolution of mak- 
ing a reform for the futur§ — ^which good 
determination generally lafted till fome 
new pleafure — fome fcheme, which had 
the air of novelty to recommend ^r, came 
in the way. And then — fome more occa- 
fions were given for grave exhortations, 
and unavailing, becaufe not permanent, 
repentance* 

There were however ftill remaining fome 
excellent traits in his charafter; fome 
fixed principles of m^um and tmm, which 

^ ■ " V could 
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could never be overthrown, or even overr 
powered by the example or attempts, of 
his dilToIute companions ; but there was a 
careleffnefs and almoft indifference of the 
world's opinion of die exterior of his con-; 
du(5t, which rendered him an objedt of re- 
proof to the fober part of mankind, and 
almoft juftificd their idea, that he would 
proceed any length for the gratification of 
his love for plcafure. However, the grief 
which he plainly iaw his reprehenGble life 
gave to his indqlgcnt father,, would fre- 
quently caufe a#tear to fall on his burning 
cheek — anil deep regret would draw the 
burfting figh frona his bofom. — Thefe 
fymptoms of remorfe, however, his father 
faw not, and therefore began to think him 
incorrigibly bad ; fince he fought no.t his 
own vindication, or even to contradict the 
uftfavourable reports which, too often 
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rtkhed his oative land -, his attachment in- 
fenfibly weakened from thefe circumftances^ 
4kM his heart became prepared to cafl him 
off for crcr, for an aft^ which in the eye 
of a worldly man' was hnprudent ; yet as it 
was dilated by the nobleft principles of 
honour and juftice^ fhould rather have 
claimed praife than ipprobation. How- 
ever, the old gentleman afted as many 
fathers have done before htm, and \^ill 
continue to do, and c4)ngratulate them- 
fekres, at the- fame time, that they have 
the cuftom of jfhc world on ^beir fidc» 

Unhappily for the jfoung traveller, now 
ihc fubjed of my pen> he had been thrown; 
into a bad fct on the commencement of his 
toi^r. His heart was naturally good — it 
was warm, generous, and grateful— ^thefe- 
pririciplcs, properly dircftecl^ would have 
^. ^ .. . . . done 
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done honour to the poiTeflbrfri^he reditude 
of his heart led hina to.truft imUfcriminate* 
ly to odiers ; ifi warmth inclined him to 
in^proper a^tichmentSj ks generofity led 
him to fupport extrayjigance> and its gra« 
titude induced him to be partial to thofc 
who called themfclves his friends : Thus 
die vcry^rtues of his heart operated to 
his difacmntage^ becaufe fluey were not 
uiider tKS guidance of reafon and religion* 

He fuffcred himfelf to be warmly attach- 
ed tOia cUfs of women, with whom it is 
dangerous for youth to be conne£led> 
and ; yet difficult to i^void^— they foon dif- 
CQyered the warmth of his heart, and by 
early ad^tnces inflamed its propenfities ; 
thf: eafy conqueO;|^yever foon loft its 
chhrm ; but one fair form was fucceedtd 
by;, another, ^nd thefe dangerous connec« 

! . _ xv:>TiV 
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tioiis iontrituted to debilitate his conftitu- 
tion to a degree which -awakened his tutor 
.to the fear of his' death' bcing'thc :coftfe- 
quencc of his repeated. irregularities* ; The 
charges Tie had received from his patron 
when he committed his darling child to 
his care, now flafhed on his coward foul; 

What apologies (hould he be abl*%o make? 

. "*. i 

Would the father be fatisfied with the poor 

*■,-•' . 
extenuation, that he could neither help or 

prevent the exceffes of his pupil ? Another, 

and perhaps more powerful dread affailed 

him^he »ftiould. lofe the benefice that had 

been promifed him---tljere was the true 

caufe of the concern, he exprcffcd, when 

he opened his" eyes to behold the emaciated 

figure and pallid cheek of his onctf'blo'om-' 

ing charge. * He called in a hoft of phyfi- 

ciansj and it was agreed on all hancfc, * 

.^ . " that 



FOR FATHERS. 17 

that he fhould leave the burning foil of 
Naples for the milder air of Nice. 

Fear operated ae well as prudence would 
have done^— the tutor hurried him away 
without giving him an opportunity of tak- 
ing leave of companions it had been happy 
he had never met| and every method wis 
taken with the utmoft celerity to re-cftdb- 

Jiih his health. - : 

. ■ . . . * 

Proper regimen, regular hours, and a 
life from whence all dangerous exertions 
of the paflions were excludcjd, in a ffew 
weeks wrought a vifible change in the per- 
fon of the invalid j above all, he met with 
a fenlible young man, with whom he con* 
traced a fricndfhip. His converfation, at 
once amufing and rational, opened in the 
heart of our traveller a fource of .entertain- 

meat 
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nicht to which he had 4}eforc been a per* 
fed: ftranger. : - 

This new friend was an EngliihfAan ^ 
Jbe bad^ccorifipanied his rtiother to the con^ ' 
tment, la the fond hope of reftoring htAth 

, to fo beloved a parent— thiB hope -wU • 
divided bet ween liim and the loVelyGmtfyt ' 

,wi^ hzd ^bft atmined hit feventedndi^ 
year^ ahd with him made upaU the &vlttty '- 
of Mrs. Melford, 

They had heard mwch of the falutary air 
of Nice; Bxid flatterid thcmfelvcs they • 
ihould fee a length of years added to a life 
fo vduable to them — In cotrtpliance with ' 
•their ardent wiftics (he had confented to • 
make this one more trial — ^But Ibejknew ' 
too well the nature and fowce of her dif- 
jordcr, to place the leaft confidence in change 
^ . , ... . of " 
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of air of fituation. A tender conftitutioh 
joined to a heart of exquilite fenfibiltty and 
delicacy, had received frequent and re- 
peated wounds from the hand which fhould 
Kave cheriihed the one and fu^oteded the 
other. An undeferving hufband^ ix^ho had 
too long been the objed of her tendereft 
tonre^ vAAt hcthmct knCe Was ferced to 
4ificfti& him 4ier ^sfti^m^ hdl {37 « fet-ies df 
ffl-Ai&ge. t0ta% cbr^^ken^ iier lieart atid 
^heoltii-^'-His fortuM4iffipaced) liis^cMO- 
.|^ }oft — ^Riiin and remdi^ ^11 upon him 
a^ once» and a guiky hatiA precipitated 
from the worid, a wrtteh who was a dif^ 
grace to focictjr. 

Parental affection and duty rendered the 

afflifted Mrs. Melford juft able to fuppoft 

life for the fake of her children — they 

adored her-*-and her fon looked ibrwardt 

... "with 
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\with all the tremblmg of ianxiety and-hop^, 
to the year which would put him in pof- 
feflibn of an eftate, that he might, out of it, 
jmake a fuitable provifion for two perform 
fo inexprefllbly dear talum a» his mother 
".andiifter. / ./ :L . > 

To that periQd hejt^Qw *a<iied bar:elyt 

'fix yrcefcs— rth.c. [ Y^ritings . . were , ; already 

drawjn^ and be refolved, the moment aittf 

returning thianks to.Jthat.Being who allowr- 

ed him to behold the morning which woul<4 

blefs him wijh the means ; of being inftru- 

mental to ;the happinefs and convenience 

of thofe dear objefts, to complete their 

fecurity from pecuniary wants y they having 

.at' pr^fent-t)ut a bare cdftpeteficy, which 

fwould ce^fe :on the deftth.of Mr^:W:P)f?wii> 

-heJ: incpnfiderate hufband hayirtg fold^thp 

reverfion .'jof it. Thus was tliiC Melford 

family 
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family fituatcd- when ^vtt traveller became- 
acquainted with it, from - the Vidhity oP 
their lodgings,. 



i ti ••• 



.j.w:.'^ v::i: '^v.^... ; ^ ". 



r. ll'hieifaintUki&re&ghttioh of 'the ^viother/ 

the :dute0xi3 attention df t}ie iISm afid^^^ulgh*. 

ter, and. the. beauty of the Jatter, which' 

i5ra$ rendcred..morc!%inteM!flihgi 'froift- the 

^f. • ap^rcbenfibmlofl her md'thet^ a^rigftr,' 

gsiyrf^ txirt&^/jQcraUiei^Wakefted^rentlrh^in tV 

iiltf .purii^rcina Wis i hofQfn i Jhe haci^ rie ver e*ii 

perienced before— He beheld them «¥ich^ 

jcevcrential awe — an^ while the .fcene he 

fQnt;?iflplajed[dAily lAade 'hihiiditeft tlic 

forgier irr^guferities *of his lifej:it gave 

lym a relilh;fqr ftiperionenjoyiiieqt. i 

- Tho uncomplaining fufferings of Mrs J 
Melfor^ wasJas amenta! moralift — a^l his' 

i : . : '.. .. ' ' follies 
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ibllics vzni(jiis,di^ds^dh^[ntytt. knew fcif 
fCiii^y or coii^fort but in their fociety* 

Eager 41 procure any amufcment for 
})er foo, Mhi Melfi»;d rgbioed in the 
gromng frioodlhip between' "thefe youfl^ 
Q)en> and freiqueml^ promoted little ex* 
curfions for them;; while the beauteous' 
'l^ipily deyot^d her whole dine to the taflc 
moit pleaQng to hei^geniieiaRd^afl^j^natC; 
he^ju that of ftflfording conifort to her Tick 
parcnti 

, The health of onr traveller> i?choi t<y 
j^t^vent CQnfufion> I (hall c^ M^ Hhrky^ 
was now pcrfiafliy refiortii; But One more* 
fweek remained of young Melford*s mino- 
ritf J a^,; ta rcDdi^ theirjoy more CBbcjiii- 
fite^ his. mother: feemed to be mendings 
fome of her complaints had left her» and 

more 



FOR FATHERS. 23 

wore flattering fymptoms appeared ; happy 
.hope now almoft ha^ reached certainty.; 
their bofbms expanded^ and .HarJey toojc a 
fincerer'iiitereft iQ the approaching welfare 
of the Melford family. 

. Tfcc young friends had engaged in t 
iP^rcf^ whck .were going to. take the diveiu 
r^fion; of fllMtiipg a partieular kind of wild 
>fowI^ much admired in that part of 
Italy. 

i The amended looks of Mrs. Melford 
Jiadgiven an. hilarity of' fj^rits^ and a gloyr 
to the countenance of the lovely. Emily^ 
which communicated itfelf in a greater dc« 
^ec to the heart of her excellent mother, 
than ilie had for yea^rs difcovered. She 
ai^dpated the joy of feeing her beloved 
<;hikl€CA fcfcurfid from the pangs of want^ 

and 



:&.^ 
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and depcndancpr-'and even talked of fooic • 
alterations they would make in the old 
inanfion of their forefathers, and fettled 
fome arrangements in their future cfta]?mh- 
ment. ,. • ,;; -' ,. 

. The evening was particMlariy fineHl^ I 
^^ think I have fljrength, my lovt," jcricd 
Mrs, Melford,; '^ evjcn with yoiif arto, to 
^^ reach pur favourite alcove: there we ^wiU 
*^ wait the return of Henry 5 and do> my 
^^ dear girl, order your guittar to be carried 
«^ thither; it wiU be a fweet accompani- 
«« ment to its trembling fixings to have' 
«« your plaintive notes re-echoed by the* 
«^gentle breeze." 



. Not .long, had they been, feated in this 
delightful: retreat, eiijoying all that inno- 
cence could be^ow,:cyc doleful cries an<J 

i :ic dreadful 
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dreadful (hrieks at once affailed dieir earsj 
and terrified their hearts. Emily threw 
down her inftrument, and involuntarily 
clung round her trembling mother^ who X 
had ftarted on her feet^ with a countenance 
of the utmoft difmay. From the feat they 
had a view of the road which led up to the 
houfej and from which they were not two 
hundred yards. Through this opening 
they beheld a concourfe of people running, 
and amongft the crowd too plainly difcerned 
the bleeding corpfe of feme ill-fated wretch^ 
fupported by four gentlemen whom they 
knew to be of the party which went forth 
in the mornings with all the joy of youth 
flulhed with hope. The name of Melford 
refounded from all quarters. 

^' It is my fon ! Oh, God ! it is my 

^ fon!" exclaiimcd the frantic mother; aftd 

VpL, I. C burfting 
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burfting from the ttkctvn^ amis ^ ^^ 
*iiitting'Einily, flew ^tofs thte ^^iStti, j^ 
lieached tlve rrrangted ^t{>fe, «IVay«d tt> 
^Isfp it in her aittis^ fliH^ed <Hlt hislot^ 
*tmMi ftadc dcfwn^ and tex|iii%d« 

With looks as wSd 4nd d*ath-likc, but 

'^h ftrength a litde lefs ^^haufted^ t!hc 

rforfom Emily threw herfelf teti*ten tfite 

bodies of thofe who were dearer to her than 

^life, as if flic meant no more to be reckoned 

an inhabitant of a world now become a 

idcifert tt> Ixer, The officious and indeed 

neceffary care of thofe about her bore her 

to her chamber, where repeated fainrings 

ieft ber fcfs fenfiWe, for ^ trnie, to the 

poignancy of her fofitrings and iofs. 

It is time to account for the fatal acci- 
^nt which had-dcptivcd an amiable yOuth 

of 
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^hhH&j iaooeleraficd the death of ^he moft 
.«oc^cllt.bf mother^ and.cut.off'thexMiec 
blooming aad ev^ Uinocent .£mi]y from 
ifev^ry fupport. ■ ■loaying 4ier the heu^fs of 
4Mr ^her^i3 indifcretion tod her iriethei^tf 
nusfomifiesw^otally vnftrb^idod fdr^ In « 
Grange ^OMiify, unktown, vnproteftcdl 
And ^1 this oon^lieated &ene o^^woe ^was 
the work cff pnc moment. That iiaxtd iws 
deomed-to do the ^Krcfuldccd, whofc heart 
fwcft loved *t!he utihappjr Sufferers ! that 
heart, i^hich liad frequently melted at the 
view of uncomplaining innocence,' and 
which had cherifhed the utmoft veneration 
Cor the niodier, frieridfeip for the foh, and 
•ftSl more than friendfhip for the love!y 
daughter — that heart >jwas noW fated ^o dc*- 
plore the angurlh the erring fiand had oc- 
cafioned! ' ^ ' 

C* A» 
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\ All the day Mclford and Harley had 
wandered together inpurfuit of. their game^ 
fide by fide, " mingling fwcct coriverft." 
The former, toward the cloie of their fporli 
propoi(<;d.a ieparation. They had. juft 
parte^j wlnen a fii^le bird flew up :. eager 
for the prize^ Harley levelled his piece. At 
.th«it fatal, ntioment Melford caoie within 
its ranges and the whole charge lodged in 
}xh body. He. fell. " It was an accident/* 
he faintly cried j *^ dear Harley, I forgive 
,•* you 1 Comfort my mother ! Oh, my 
€€ poor Emily I** 

The furrounding party could fcarcely 
prevent the wretched Harley from exe- 
cuting a fpeedy vengeance on himfelf, to 
the ffianes of his murdered friend. He 
raved, he threatened : they confined his 
hafids, both for their own and his fafety s 

but 



F.OR FATHERS. 2f 

but the rcmonftraiice of one had infinitely* 
more weight than the arguoients (which' 
were merely common-place, on this mpfl? 
uncommon occafion) of all the reft put 
together* ; ^ 

^^ Will you not then make all the rcpa-- 
^^ ratioayou can to the diftrefled mother 
" and fiflicr of our unhappy ill-fated frichld ? 
«* Did he not with his dying breath exhorr 
*« you to comfort them ?. Live then, Har- 
** ley! be the fon and brother you have 
*' unfortunately deprived them of; foocb 
*^ their forrows, proteft their unguarded 
^^ fituation, and aft as he would have done^' 
^* who in one Ihort moment is torn from 
^' their arms ! 

" We (hall all bear a mournful tefti- 

«^ mony of your innocence; the ill-fated 

C 3 " vvSlvks. 
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** viftirh of adcident ha$ forgiven you. Do 
«•' nor then give way to dcfpair, and ^d 
•*' deliberate murder, to atone for unfore-' 
^ fee» error. It k from yoti they muft 
"** look for proteftion : they have now » 
^* kind of natural claim upon it; nor mufl 
•' yoo withhold k.** 

«« I tviH rib<> I wi» not/' cnedte, m a» 
the agoljy of uwavaiHng; grief f *^d&f 
•/ aid they to my fad heart* Oh^ loved 
*< compamoQ \ '* toMinued be, falling by 
lite bbdy of bis m^fed friend, md kiflkig: 
His: psde check, ^^ hai mry drfaftrdu$ band 
** derived cbec of exiftence ? an exiftence, 
" to prcferve which I would freely have 
** laid down my life. Doft thou for- 
*^ give thy murderer ? And haft thou be- 
" ijueached thy hapleft mother and beloved 
* flfte* to the marv who fhortened thy days ? 

<« I ac- 
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** I accept; the folemtt be^ucft. from tfejr 
*^ cold hj^d. She i& my mothei^ : Emiljr 
" Siall be mine too. Yes, beloved friend. I 
** yes, deareft Mclford ! here on thy breath* 
" lefs body I fwear it. And may the curfc. 
^' of heaven fa)|| o^i vm^^ ifj. frotA \his 
^' cmment^ tibdr hpnQWx tbein iM^reft^ aM 

With difficiilty the mutual friends of tbr 
dead Melford and almoft diftrafted darley 
pXQYdiJled on the latter to allow them to 
begia their mouroful pxoiceflion .to th* 
lodginga of the unfortunate youth. Theix 
tninds were too much interefted in the re* 
cent events to form any plan of communi- 
cating to, or concealing from, the wretched 
relatives, the fatal circumftance. A do- 
meftig of Njelford's iirft gave the alarm; 
vhic^ waS) followed by ^ofe pries th^t 
C 4 reached 
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reached the unhappy parent and fitter, and 
brought about the Ipeedjr death of the for- 
mer, leaving the latter a truly forlorn fur- 
vivon 

For three weeks the life of the orphan 
Enuly feemed hanging by a thread, which 
each moment was in danger of being fe«« 
yered for ever, Harley, in mute anguifh, 
bent over the drooping flower, bereft of 
its root and fupport, fcarcely ever quitting 
her bed- fide, but to give vent to a violent 
burft of grief, when often in the paroxyfms 
of her delirium ftie called him by the en- 
dearing titles file ufed to give her brother; 
that brother which his unhappy hand had 
fent to an untimely grave. 

But, though his heart and foul dwelt 

with Emily, Harley negledled not what 

h. was 
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was rcquifite for thofc he fo deeply de- 
plored. He gave orders for the funerals 
of the deceafed; in which bulinefs he had 
much difficulty to encounter, as they were 
proteftants. However, nwney lofcs not 
its value in thofe countries any more than 
with lis: and as money was no objeft with 
him, only as it procured him plcafure and 
gracification, and the (hewing honour to 
his friends was now the ruling paflion of 
his heart, he fpared no cod in giving thofe, 
whom he ceafed not to call the viftims of 
his want of care, a more than decent inter- 
ment; placing a ftone over their common 
grave, denoting their misfortune and vir- 
tues. 

When Emily became thoroughly fcnfi- 

ble of her real ftate of diftrcfs, fhe gave 

herfelf up to the moft deplorable mclan- 

C 5 choly. 
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chdly. The fad profpcft that opened oH^ 
her view was in itfelf enough to terrify one. 
of hef fex and ^gc. She inherited, frorti 
cohftitutiort, habit, and education, a deli- 
cacy that left her very unequal to the 
itruggles which penury and an unprotefted 
Itate are liable to experience. When Har- 
ley devoted himfelf to her, he nneant reli* 
gioully to perform the offices of parent^ 
brother, and guardian. His compaffion, 
and, above all, the confcioufnefs of bcing^ 
the prime caufe of her misfortunes, en- 
deared her more ftrongly to his heart. 
He had vowed, in fecret, his hand fhould 
likewife be devoted to her; yet he dreaded 
her averfenefs to blefling the man, whofc 
hand had torn all her comforts from her. 
His fituation was peculiarly diftreffing: 
however, what he could do, he delayed 
act. He bad written to his father for a 

fupply 
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fqpply pf ?albi aii^A M foon ^s it arnvpd> 
he pufqh(tf^4 m tbo It^Uaji funda an an« 
nuity oa the Jifc of ^jnily, vhicjiji although 
inadequate to the |l^te of life fhf wfu bf>r0 
in^ was yet fufficiept to keep her abpvd 
want. He found fnuch diHiculty in pr^ 
VMling on her to accept this ; ^nd whic|> 
fhe would receive pn no other tcfn^f^ than 
^c pow?r of reJinquilhing it ^t pleafure* 
Sh? ftill hoped the heif to h^r ^^ce^fed 
brother's eftatps would havjs fo much bo- 
pour a^B to iT^Jce provifion (qt her when h$ 
(hould fee wh^t were her brothef '* jintciji- 
tion$ toward^ her, af>d he told h9\y very 
deftitute his death had left: hcf. For y^hkh 
purpofe fhe refolved to write to him^ in* 
clofing the iliU uf)f]gned i/^fbrvuTicnc. 

It 9W icopoIBble for a heart accufton^d 

«o t^jdsft^»j »n4 whkh hid &iiisnly k^s» 

C 6 deprived 
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dq)rived of the objtSts cf it^ to be long in* 
£mfible of the extreme attention and deli- 
cate folicitude of fuch a man as Harley ; 
and indeed Emily had been fo long ufed 
to receive pleafure and confolation from 
his conycrfation, that foon his converfatiOn 
alone could procure her any comfort. 
Each hour of his abfence was an aching 
void ; even her tears and grief for her loft 
friends afforded no relief to her heart, un- 
Icfs his were mingled with them : they be- 
came infenfibly all the world to each 
others and every other confideration was 
loft in that of contributing to the comfort 
and confolation of each other. 



I have remarked, that Harley had left 
Naples fuddenly, and the caufe has been 
likewife recorded: but the bufy tongue of 
fiunc had given another reafon than the 

true 



\ 
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true one; and the difappearance of a veiy. 
beautiful^ but yery abandoned courtezan, 
at the fiune time, gave rife to a report of 
their having quitted that city together. 

A young Englilhman, ^ho returned 
about that period to his native ifle> men- 
tioned this furmifc among many other too 
true inftances of depravity in Harleyj 
which reached his father's ears juft as his 
mind was a little difturbed by the large 
fum of money he had drawn, to enable 
him to place his beloved Emily in fome 
degree of independence. 

Inftead of writing to his fon, to know 
the truth of this calumny, he made private 
inquiry of the tutor about the connection 
he feared Harley had formed with one of 
ibi$ainUdjays of Italy. The tutor, who 

had 
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bad long beheld the beauties of Emily %$ 
a glutton does a favourite morfel he is eager 
to deftroj, hoped to.be able to break the 
bonds he faw were forming; and then^ as 
Ihe would be reduced to the utmoft exi- 
gency^ he might ftand a better chance of 
fuccefs; 'thus, wolf-like, enjoying in idea 
the pleafure he (hould reap at the exptacc 
of the honour and happinefs of the inno^^ 
cent Emily, he rejoiced at the poifon he 
difcovcred to have made fome progrefs in 
the breaft of the ojd gentleman, and 
quickly refolved to aid it all jie covld- 
He returned an-artfid, we]i-feigned letter, 
wherein he lamented the fatal fnare into 
which his pupil, contrary to bis adaw.nl- 
tory advice, had fuffered himfclf to be en* 
tangled : that he much feared the infidiouc 
fcduccr would never quit him, till his noar* 
riage, and confequently his ruin, was ef« 

fefted: 
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feAcd : that he^ the tutor^ was on the point 
of writing to Mr* Harley^ to obtain kavtf 
for returning home, as his flay only fcrvcd 
to mortify himfelf, by being expofed to in- 
fult for feeking to prevent a mifchicf he 
feared could. only be prevented by an im- 
mediate command from the father to re- 
tum home — insinuating the plea of ill 
health was no more than a pretence, as in 
Naples he could not infure to himfelf the 
intire pofleffion of his fyren. 

This fabricated letter from the vile tu- 
tor occafioned a very fevere one to Harley. 
His father, in general terms, reprobated 
the whole of his condudj and affured him, 
he fhould overlook his almoft thipardon- 
able indifcrctions on no other terms than 
his immediate compliance with two condi- 
tions i namely, his quitting the continent 



X 
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diredtly, and giving his hand, on his re-, 
turn, to a lady he had long fince fixed on 
for his wife. 

Ignorant of the treachery which had 
been pradifed againfl him by his tutor, he 
delayed not a moment informing him of 
the very ftrange and unufual letter he had 
juft received. The fccret joy which di- 
lated the heart of the incendiary kad no 
other effedb on his phlegmatic features, 
than a cold fmile. Harley*3 horteft un- 
fulpefting heart felt a chagrin he could not 
conceal, on finding the man who had ever 
profeffed the utmoft regard, receive fuch 
intelligence fo coolly. His queftions were 
urged with fo much warmth, that at lad the 
hypocrite was thrown ofi^his guard : a quar- 
rel enfued ; and Harley, fick of the conteft^ 
and eager to behold his loved Emilyj 

haftily 
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haftily quitted the lodgings to feek confo- 
htion in the endearing tendernefs of his 
foul's darling« 

She turned pale at the relation he made 
lier> both of his father's letter^ and recent 
altercation with the tutor. With horror 
ihe. now recollefted the many obfcure 
hints he had given her of his odious paf* 
lion ', but above all (he trembled at the 
refolution of Harley*s father. Till that 
moment (he never thought a feparation 
from him on whom her eyes delighted to 
dwells would be neceflary. To live in 
his fight — to hear his voice— to converfc' 
with him — It was all the happinefs fhe 
wiihed for. But to be deprived of this ! 
Again ihe felt the fatal ftroke which rob* 
bed her of her mother and brother 5 her 

wounds 
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iMouiids bled' aijrelat^ heir face want 
df.owned ia Ksa^s^, Bor eotdd Sk^ aiticulate 
a word. 

The ft>9t&20g^ a<jctQ£9 i£ Ihfhgp^ lAkh 
once had power to catnn hor gvie&i wepci 
now urged in vaiov— ^All the hornov and 
cKflze& of her hdfdejh fituatioa appearedl 
lit tree cok)fira. Skknefi and accucnu*^ 
latted fdnaw had before prevcoted her 
opeaing her eyca to the knpfopriety of be^ 
log icduded froooi all die worlds and 
^iigh Qot Hviog uoder tbc faooe loof^ yet 
iseceiving prote^m from a joioog maA: 
t»o amiable to be beheld wuhoutatn aSeq*^ 
tioii atoncedangefowto her peacier^Md in- 
jurious to hor reputation. Coaviacod 
of the painfid necellity her(elf> fhe had jull 
ftrength enough to udrge their immediate 

feparatign*. 
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fqiaration. Her health but barely efta- 
blilhed would render a journey to England 
ex||[Detntely hazardous* But he was caHed 
thither by the abfblute caooicnaad of his 
parens, luid ihe conjwed hinij m he 
rsivfcA hef eternal welfarej. to ft% out \m* 
mtdiatelf to fylHl the obligations ke 
ted rrer acknowledged due to kif fiiK 

Haiiey wa$ coo much attached ta attend 
t» the reaibmng of Emily. — Not that hi 
did not feel and allow the f»M force of 
her argonrxents 5 but thofe rery argunments 
operated as fo many powerful caufes for 
)hs adhering to his firft intentions of unit** 
ing her deftiny to his own : Ihe was 
friendlefs, portionlefe, and unjH-oteaed. 
Her charafter (which he afterwards found 
had its principal traducer in the tutor) was 

fpoken 
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Ipoken doubtfully of. His vifits, which 
were daily, and the iritercft he took iii 
her concerns, had caufed the flandei|iof 
malice to have fome colour. Did he not 
owe her reparation ? That (he was friend- 
UJsy fortionlefs^ and unprotested^ was his 
misfortunes for he had made her fo. Nay, 
his very fcrvicc had contributed to her lofs 
of fame. How could thefe injuries be rc» 
paired but by his becoming her legal pro- 
teftor ? All his rhetoric then was employed 
to convince her no time fhould be loft in 
determining now what ought to be done; 
there was but one wavj and to engage her 
compliance he failed not to ufe that too- 
common plea, that his father would /^r^m 
what he coy Id not prevent; and that h<j 
Ihould eafily convince him how much h^ 
^ was bound by honour "to aft as he had 
done. He failed not too, with all the 

fond 
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fond partiality of a lover, to affurc her, 
that as foon as his father fhould behold 
her bc?iuty, and on a nearer acquaintance, 
be convinced, as himfelf was, that her mind 
even furpafled her perfon, he wou)^, with 
him^ almo(t, blefs the occafion which 
had united thenu 

The generous pleading of a lover, be- 
loved as Hadey was, will but too often 
have the fame influence. — Silenced, if not 
convinced, Emily no longer oppofed his 
wilhes, and that very evening gave him 
pofleflion of her hand, as he had long be- 
fore Wgroflfed all the tendernefs of the 
heart of this amiable unfortunate girl. 

He was too much difgufted witli his 
tutor, to acquaint him with his mafriage, 
but flightly took leave of Him the next 

day. 
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day, without leixtcring into anjr couveria^ ^ 
doa 

f^ 
B)r eafy ilages, in ifrhich lie confuked 
the jdqhAitated. iUte of his loved Emily's 
health, he profeoited his route tormriM 
England. As it was his iiitereft to he 
there as foon as poffible, they made but 
Ihort ftay at the principal towns and iCities 
through which they pafTed: the gaieties 
even of Paris detained them not. From 
thence he wrote to his father, feying ,at 
what time he licked to have the hafipi- 
nefir.of throwing himfelf at his feet, jauid 
on a true relation of wh^ had painl,^lttt 
doubted not receiving his parental i£m> 
givenefs and bleding, which it ihould be 
the i%.ture bufinels of his life to deienre. 
He thought it better to drfcr the Mtmid 
lus >matrlnu}nial iCngs^ement^ tm hy ibtt- 

ing 
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ii^ the {iterckulars of the xnekuicholy 
tkoiy^ he had feeured an intereft ia ins 
fydier'shoart for his dear Emily. 

To ftremgihen l»s Moquen^e^ he -^eeer- 
mined to apply to an Aunt who was a<great 
favourite with the old gentleman^ and 
who had eren muth mfliienoe aver 
him^ in confeq^oesce of her having 
once given him a piece of advice in 
a law-fuit^ by which he had gained a 
conliderable acceffion of fortune. Har- 
leyj in his boyifh years, was much be* 
loved by this Aunt, and he refolved to pay 
her z vifit, immediately on his arrival in 
England, confiding his beloved wife to 
her care, till he obtained permiffion to 
carry her to the feat of his father. 

'Ever fanguincj and now happy in the 
4 poiTcHioii 
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poflefiion of a woman formed to inipire 
the txueft tendernefs, and flattering himielf 
that his father muft approve his choice, the 
hours flew gaily on ; and he had even 
taught his Emily to fmile with cheerful 
hope* 

f)elufive hope 1 how tranfient thy viGtsU 
how deceitful thy fmiles ! 



" The fpider's moft attenuated thread 
" Is cord, is cable, to man's weaker tie 
« On human blifs," 



On their arrival in London, Harley 
proceeded to Leicefter-Fields, the refidence 
of his Aunt. He left his wife in the 
chaife, and his name was announQed. As 
he afcended the ft airs, he heard his name 

repeated 
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rqpcated with no pleafant found. '* Har- 
** ley ! what brings him hither ? why docs 
«' he come to me ?'* 

*' Becaufe," cried he, «^ there is but 
** one woman in the world who is dearer 
** to me than my Aunt 5" faying which, he 
made but one ftep from tlie door to the 
upper end of the drawing-room, to catch 
her in his arms. Her cold reflrained air, 
and fable drefs, ftruck him at once* With 
a petrifying voice and repelling hand (lie 
told him, " If to trample over the body 
*^ of his father, and infult his afhes, 
«* were all he wanted, his prefence in her 
*^ fight was as unpleafing as unneceffary; 
^^ Go," (he continued, " go to this wo- 
^' man, to whom you do me the honour 
" of being fecond in your regard ; go to 
" her, and tell her how much you have 
Vol. I. D « facri- 
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** facrificed at her fhrine : go, and toaft 
*« that you have fcnt your aged father with 
** forrow to his grave ; and in her arms 
** feek confolation for the beggary and 
*^ curfes which are now all your inherit^ 



" ance/' 



Harley with difficulty daggered to si 
Ibpha, and more dead than alive, funk 
down upon it. He fat motionkfs fome 
time, nor did he perceive his Aunt had 
left the room till fome minutes after. His 
licad turned giddy, but he had ftill recol- 
le£lion enough to remember he had left 
his Emily in the chaife at the door j and 
he found too forcibly he was an unwel- 
come vifitor. By the baluftrade he fup- 
portcd his trembling limbs ; and with a 
face, pale as defpair could make it, he 
haftily threw himfelf into the chaife^ bid- 
2 ding 
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ding the poft-boys drive to an hotel in the 
neighbourhood. 

His agitaition ^as too vifible (o efcape 
the obfcfvatiori of Emily i— -her fpiriti 
took the alarm^ and ihe fat in a fearful 
dread of hearing fomething bad. tte 
fpakc not a word. After a few niihufes 
filencc", Ae ventured fo take his ^and, and 
with a voice fdftcned by terror and tender- 
nefs, inquired what new caufe had arlfen 
to nvake fuch an iitirition in hfe ciotinte-. 
nance : ** Is your Aunt ill ?" Ihe alked. 

** Vcs/' he rcpliid, ^ifh a ligh that 
feemed thrive his bdlbm, 

♦^^ Art yo^^ gdittg to^urfdthtt-?^ 

Da ^' Noi 
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«Noj. oh, noi" cried he> with an 
agonizing groan» 

/« Oh Harley," faid Emily, burfting 
into tears, and finking her head on his 
Ihoulder, *^ what am 1 to think of all this ? 
'^ Is it thua we are received ? Is this the 
** flattering profpedt you were a few hours 
*« fince painting to my enchanted view ? 

« Will you not fpeak to me ?" 

1 ... 

'« I cannot j— too loon will you know 
« all.'' 

.By this time the chaife (topped; the 
unhappy pair could fcarcely fupport Teach. 
other into a room; when Harley, who 
had no longer cooimand over himfclf^ 
gave vent to all the anguifli that tore his 

heart- 
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hcart-ftrings, — throwing himfelf on the 
floor^ dafhing his head againft it, and ex* 
clainning in all the bitternefs of langiiage 
on the cruelty of his fate. 

Half breathlefs^ and dying with the 
dread of Ihe knew not what, the poor pale 
Emily funk down by his fide^ incapable 
of affording him confolation, or even arti- 
culating a word of inquiry. In themidfl: 
of his own anguilh he faw and pitied hers. 
He ftarted on his feet, and though his 
looks were wild and defpfairing, he gently 
•raifed her, and placing heron a chair, bade 
her have fome comfort. " You,'* cried 
he, *^ you are not a beggar, nor do you 
*^ labour under the curfes of a dying pa* 
*^ rent." 

«' Oh !'* Ihe exclaimed, «'I am dbubly 
D 3 «' and 
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*^ and. tFpWy fy, if I havf occafioaad fuch 
'^ n^isfprtuws iQ yo* If is I alomc hare 
" caufed thefc evib, ^-dwreft, beft loved 
« of men," fhc ^pntinued^ fiflkjng on her 
knees before hinn, '^ can you, can you 
.«« forgive your Erpjfer, tqd ?«)iing nuc to 
^' ycmr bafoiTi ipfufc fonac connfort iHwflt 
« toltwp wy pwr bwi:tf{«iin,brflakagf»* 



He foWrd her ip hia anna, alTurbg har 
j(h^ wa^ n>or« dc^ar to him \hw ever; 
dieij ft^rting ifom h^r, he raved «gJ^ieft 
thfi upsQHfWfiQi^ h^fdihip^ he e<idwcdi 
fw^? hf? vwwldgQ tQrhis father'^ ho\ife-*- 
B4y, to hit gravf, ^n^ demand what he 
.hftd dpn^. ^<^ be cgnCigoed to beg&ary 
»ftd p^rditvpnl, 

Emily too plainly faw his head was dif- 
turfe^dj ev^n tpf ^^ diflodgment of his 

reaf6n. 
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realbn. This was a call upon her more par- 
ticularly to exert herfelf. She begged of 
Heaven to ^ grant her fufficient ftrength of 
miod to fupport this heavy afflidion, and 
to enable her to afford fbme confolation to 
ber beloved huA>an(}» She Toothed hint 
by hfit endearing carefles^ and at laft pre«> 
yiuled. on him. to lie down on a bed* 

She requefted a phyfician of eminence 
to be fent. for^ who had feme knowledge 
oflHu* family^ and to him (he related the 
little ihe knew of the caiiTe of Harley'^ 
phrenzy. His name was wellrknown to 
the doftor, who had indeed heard many 
particulars relative to the old gentleman's 
death. He was extremely furprifed to fee 
in the wife of Harley, a young lady whofe 
charafter and connexions he was already 
fp well acquainted with. 

D 4 After 
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After ordering a copious bleeding of brs 
-patient, he recommended their immediate 
removal to convenient lodgings, as being 
a more eligible fituation than a public 
hotel. He kindly undlrtook the whole 
arrangement himfelf, obferving the inca- 
pacity both of Harley and his wife j tho 
former from diforder, and the latter from 
grief confequent on it. 

In the evening he called again, and had 
fome converfation with poor Emily, which 
afforded a (hadow of comfort to her care-* 
worn heart. 

He told her, old Harley had been grofs-. 
ly impofed on by falfe reprefentations, 
which he believed came from the tutor of 
her hufband, and who arrived in England 
three weeks before them : of this he was now 

fully 
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fully convinced, as the report was, the 
wife of Harley was an Italian courtezan of 
the nioft infamous charader, who had infti- 
gated him to fight a duel with one of her 
former lovers ; and who, it had been re- 
ported, was unfairly killed; though the 
matter had been made up, by large 
films of money properly applied. 

Emily could but lift up her hands and 
eyes at the falfity of this relation, which 
could be equalled only by the vilkihy of 
the inventor. The doftor affured her he 
now difcredited each pa;rtof it, as fo miate- 
xTial a one had been overthrown which he^ 
was able to contradift. " And I wifh mbft 
** heartily,'* he added, ^' the oM gentlemaff 
^* had lived to be convinced of thefalfehoo^ 
** of that diabolical rafcal, who has certainly 
D 5 • '' beea 
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*< been die capie of hi& deaths and the re* 
<^ probation, of his: once faTOurito fon." 

<«Oh, my Godl" cried Emily^ with 
ftreaming eyes, «< do but reftore the reafon 
*^ and health of the deareft^ moft iajured 
•* of men, and to all tho cirils of poverty i 
^^ will fubmit with refignation^ and piai(e 
•' the Power that has mingled bleilings 
•* wirfi its. chaftifementsi ": 

^ J.truft," faid the doflxir, " in a litrie 
<^ time Qw paident wUlhe;fulBcienily cooq^ 
f^pQfed tO: receive eonibJation, ixom the 
<< convi€iion that hb fadier would never 
^ have denowced fo $:vere a euife> but in 
<' confequence pf mifi^fprmation* When 
^f hi9 rea^fon and ^engdi of mind is re^ 
** eftablifhed, from confcious innocence^ 

•«hc 



FOR FATHERS. 5^ 

^< he will, fed the anathema much lighten* 
<f ed; aiKl» indeed) I. think it an unnatural 
^' exertion of parental authoricy^, which 
'^ cannac be reconciled to religion or rea- 
*^foo/' 

Emily declared fhe was much com- 
Ibr^) and, in the (impltctty of her hearty 
added, (he hoped the brother of Mr. H^- 
ley (when the truth fully appeared, and 
which flio was certain would reftedt ho-» 
fiour en his eharadter) would take his un- 
kappy ca& in conQderati<)ii) and give 
kim, at leaft, a younger brocher'^s portion* 
it is happy for the human heart, that it 
can tbua derive comfort to itfel^ though 
from a (hado^w> a$ it certainly enables it 
better to beu- the prefenc weight of evi£» 
and time m^y bknit the edge of that 
which we thu3 ikift olT to a future day^» 
D 6 T;td.% 
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This hope of Emily was juft of the nature 
of that Ihc had formed on another occafion, 
when Ihe doubted not the heir of her bro- 
ther would commiferate her, and do. in 
part for her, out oijuftice^ what her brother 
had intended from motives of aflfeftion. 

The doftor, who knew the world, andi 
had felt too many pulfes, to be ignorant of 
the motives which aftiiate men in general, 
at the fame time that he was unwilling to 
knock down the little fabric ihe had 
credted, to repofe upon too fuddenly, yet 
could not help obferving, he feared men 
were more religioufly difpofed to adhere 
to a vow, by which tenure they held large 
pojQfeffions, than to any others that four 
thoufand pounds per annum and great per- 
fonalities coming unexpeftedly to a man, was 
more apt to contraft, than expand his heartt 

HoW"* 
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However, he would by no means difcou- 
rage the hope, which, as it was founded on 
the idea of the younger Harley being a 
man of honour and a Chriftian, rcflefted 
the higheft honour on the amiable heart 
that fuggefted it. 

He begged her to reft fatisficd, that 
whatever he could do Ihould be urged in 
their behalf i and that he would early the 
next day wait on Harley*s aunt, who was 
a woman that would hear reafbn. 

After receiving the mioft grateful thanks 
from Emily, he began to give an account 
of the death of the old gentleman. It has 
been obferved, that his fon's ill conduct 
had for fomc time weakened the excefs of 
fondnefs he had ever indulged towards 
him, and which fome well-managed inu* 

cndo^ 
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^ndos from the younger Hariey^ and z 
long abfence^ contributed fo much to^ as 
to render him difpofed to believe any un- 
favourable reprefentation. 

When the infamous tutor arrived witK. 
a tale ready dreft up for the already preju- 
diced father^ the fhock was fo great> that 
an apoplexy was the immediate confer 
quence : he recovered only to hiave ftrengtb 
to alter his wil]> to cut him off with a (hil- 
ling, and to imprecate the heavieft curfes 
on his head. To mitigate the ft verity of 
fuch a procedure, the reader muft/ecoUeft 
the provocation he appeared to have, givea 
his; father. He had beeiir told Im ^ h^ 
(drawn for very large fonis \iade» a falfe 
pretence^-^Thac be had drawn for thelis 
fums^ wa3 a truth j and the vile tuior gav« 
the falfe cokjuriog to it.)— that he bad cm.- 

brucd 
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brucd his hands in bloodi even that of his 
friend, which broke the heart of the young 
nun's mother $ and that he had married an 
infamous ftrumpet, whom he meant to palm 
on his father as a woman of virtue : that great 
part of his money was expended in crufliing 
tho evidence of thofe who knew the unfair-* 
neik of the ducl« and that his more lawful 
debts were left uofatisfied. This iotelli* 
gcoce, CO a man of ftcong paflions, would 
produce ftrong effeds. Choked with rage^ 
and hardly able to utter his bitter curfes, he 
fell to the ground in a fit. In the firft 
moments of his difappointed hopes^^ be had 
fworn he would cut him off from his for- 
tune and family; and, it is faid, care was 
taken to have a lawyer follow the heeb of 
the furgeon inftantly. There was no kind 
mediating friend to interpoie; no one to 
hint thatx perbaps^^ things, had been exag^ 
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gerated, and that the tutor flicwed more of 
rancour againft the abfent Harley, tharf 
afFeftion for the family, in the account he 
gave : on the contrary, the turpitude and 
flagitioufnefs of his crimes were held up in 
the moft deteftable light, and nothing was 
wanting to accelerate the bufinefs whicH 
deprived an unfortunate and injured man 
of his indubitable right in thd poffeffions 
of his forefathers; and, while it reduced 
him to a (late of penury, loaded him witK 
the refleftion, that the laft breath of hr$ 
parent expired in bitter curfes oh his de- 
devoted head ! 



The doftor was very afliduous in his at- 
tendance on his patient, afting in every 
capacity as.phyfician, divine and moral 
comforter. But the blow had ftricken too 



near 
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near the. heart of Harley. And let his fate 
be a warning to every young perfon, to 
keep in the flxait path of reftitude I His 
innocence of the more material and bafcft 
charges might, and probably would, have 
enabled him to ftruggle with poverty and its 
concomitant evils : but, alas ! though in- 
nocent in thefc inftanccs, he yet had been 
guilty of many vices j and he read his 
crimes in his punifhment. Young men 
are too apt to flatter themfelves, that the 
'hurry and vivacity with which the natural 
'flow and indulgence of their paffions urge 
them to rufti into exccfles, carry their ex- 
cufes with them, A fick bed, however, 
will' Always fhew them their aftions in a 
true light : the fallacy of their opinions, 
the abfurdity of their doftrines, will theA 
appear in their proper colours, divefted of 
the prejudice of pafTion, or the arts of fo- 

phiftryi 
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phifhy; and they will turn away their diH- 
guftcd eyes, with horror, (rem the fed pic- 
ture their frailties hold up to thetr af-* 
frighted view. 

Thus fared it with poor Harlcy I In 

the height of his fever he raved inceflantly 

in all the horror gf defpain his confeienciB 

charging him with a thoufand a6Ui which 

now ihook his foul with terror^ It was the 

taik of the humane phyficiaa to fpeak 

peace to him, and in part he fucceeded* 

He eaiily prevailed on his aunt to vifit bts 

chamber, which afforded him a very vifiblc 

comfort. His intervals of fcnfe, however, 

were fewer and fliprter each day s yef; he 

^failed not in tvtry one to recommend his 

Adored Emily to the proteftion of Heaven, 

and fuck friends as could, beftow it on 

her. 

It 
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Jc i$ impo0ible i;o defcribe her afBiflion; 
bwt yet it w^s incrf afed by finding hcrfclf 
In a fituation thatj in happier times, would 
l^ave been 4 circuniftance of added de- 
light. 

As woniepj and particularly Qngle ones 
of % certain age, are apt to be curious in 
their inquiries on their firft interview^ poor 
Emily had bef n aiked if ihe was in an in** 
creafing way^ in a nnanner that threw her 
ioto the utaK>ft confufioni and being coa- 
firmed, in what Ihe dreaded to be the cafe^ 
by the fagacious old lady, felt a new 
fource of diftrefs in rcfledting that fhe 
Ibould producr an unfortunate being into 
. Jhc world, to be the heir of poverty,, and 
.j[oint heir of forrow and affliftion. 

The 
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The doftor feeing no fhadow of hope 
for his poor patient, began to prepare the 
unhappy Eaiily for the event which be 
forefaw/ would happen within the courfc of 
a few hours. Heavy as had been the 
trials of this young creature, her heart felt 
this ftrokc as if it was the firft arrow from 
the quiver of misfortune. But yet it wis 
horne^ and it vfzs furvived ! Heaven ctf* 
dued her with fortitude; and, moreover, 
gave her the fweeteft of all confoktions, a 
conviftion that her beloved was reconciled 
to his God, before he was fnatchcd from 
her eyes for ever I 

From the fcene of death, Emily was re* 
moved to Leicefter-fields, where the aunt 
of the departed Harley ufed every con- 
folatory expedient in the fame words, in 

tlie 
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the fame mode, and with the fame cfFcfts, 
as have been pra&ifed from time imme- 
morial. 



; A fettled and habitual melancholy hunn; 
oyer the features of the forlorn widow. — I 
have heard Alfred fay, he never knew her 
to laugh in his life. A faint fmile would 
now and then illumine her face, like the 
tranfient lightning in a fummer's fky, and 
as quickly vanifh. 

She continued to live with the old lady 
till ||ie death of the latter, which hap- 
pened when Alfred had attained his fourth 
year ; and of whom flie had ever expreffed 
the utmoll afieftion, always declaring fhe 
would, as much as was in her power, re- 
pair, the injury his father had fuftained in 
the lofs of fortune. Such might probably 

be 
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be her ifttcntioni but, tirtfortundtdy> he 
was not hcf heir at law, artd fbe was indo* 
lent, or fuperftitioufly apprehended her 
death would immediately follow, if flic 
naudc a will, that th^t provifidn Wft» nevtr 
fecured 3 fo that her dcmife, which was 
fudden, threw the poor little Alfred deftt- 
tute on the world, except whit his uttlfar^ 
tun^tc mother could fave frorti her ittt^ 
mxity. 

She had made frequent applications to her 
own f^milyi tmtif of whdm lived 'm fpieh* 
dour* Th<jfe i^itftcd » her by the moiller^i 
fide were not fpasrirfg of their eetifu^ed oMh/d 
conduct df both j they hid both b*ert Irti- 
fortunate : and thtrfe wh^ dit! nert che^ t& 
fofren her miiforttnrrt, fheltered th«mfel'fWI* 
behind rfxekindileft th^ would have fhewn^ 
if fttc had defcrttrd it by belrtg pnideiit* 

From 
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Trom the brother of her dear Harley (he 
had even \e£s expc6ktdon ; and fuch had 
been bis unfraternal behaviour^ dm abjedb 
flavery would have been preferred tx> relief 
from that quarter. 

A diftaiit relation^ however, took up the 
caufe of the widow and the fatherlefs. An 
old gentleman in the North offered her an' 
afylum in his houfe, and undertook the 
education and eftabHihment of her fon. 
That her beloved child (hould not be left 
totally deftitute and unprovided for by her 
death, (he fold her annuity for lefs than two 
li)irds of what it originally colt, and vtttcd 
the fun) in the funds for his ufe, when 
Heaven fhould pleafe to renMVc her from 
a world that had beftowed on her ar 
more than equal portion of its dxfcom« 
forts. 

To 
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To 9. mind fcnfible, delicate, and torn* 
yi^ith repeated forrows, as Eniily's was; a* 
quiet retreat, where ftie eoiild have in-' 
elulg^d her melancholy propenfities, which 
led her conftantly to deplore the lofs of 
thofe loved conneftions (he had been fo 
fuddenly and cruelly deprived of, would 
have been " a confunimation devoutly to 
«* be wiflied." But we are not the carvers 
of our own fortunes; and any fituation that 
promifed fecurity to her fon, from farther 
and future want, was. gladly embraced by 
her, 

Mr. Nelfon fcemed charmed both with 
the mother and child ; and as he liked fo-. 
ciety hinifelf, could not confent they fhould 
retire from it. Indeed, Mrs. Harley had 
too much fenfe not to know it was her in^. 
tereft to facrifice her own feelings on thia 

occafion; 
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occafion; and likewife it was the intereft 
oif her child^ a much dearer confideration 
than hef own, that he fhould mix in a 
world on which he had no other claim for 
its attention, than by complying with the 
cuftoms of it. 

At a proper age Alfred was placed at a 
public fchool, and from the mode of his 
education (no expencc being fpared), 
Emily was almoft inclined to flatter her- 
felf, that the furmifes of their acquaintance 
were juft, and that Mr. Nelfon meant him 
for his heir. However, to prevent future 
difappointment, and arm his young mind 
againft encouraging a hope that might, 
from the known capricioufnefs of old age, 
and various circumftances, be totally with- 
out foundation, Mrs. Harley related to Al- 
fred every incident previous to his birth.- 

Vol, I. E She 
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She infufed into his bofom a fpirit of in- 
dependence^ to ftimulate hufx to jotiakc 
every poffiblc iaiprovement, that he might 
have it fooner in his power to do fome- 
thing for himfelf^ if accident or any otbet 
caufe fliould deprive him of the patronage 
of Mr. Nclfon — always infpiring him with 
the deepeft gratitude to that friend, who 
fo bountifully bellowed benefits upon him 
that could never be wreftcd. ftx)m him, but 
in every fituation of life would be produc- 
tive of pleafure and ufe. 



Young and handfome as (he was^ it is 
rather wonderful flie fhould not have been 
often folicited to enter into a fccond en- 
gagement: but whether ftie early made 
known her fixed intention of never chang- 
ing her ftate, or whether the luftre of her 

beauty 
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beauty was tarnUhcd by her tcvs, or that 
in the round of viiitors there happened to 
be no one who was charmed with a Nkic^ 
has not been cleared up. Alfred has de- 
daredi he never heard her (peak of any 
man but her hufband and brother; and he 
believes^ except himfelf, ihe never looked 
two nioments together on any of the tau 

Her piety, her refignation, and tender 
love for him, were uniform, warm, and 
rational. She feemed to have been in 
the poet's mind, when he perfonified Me* 
lancholy 5 

*« With leaden eye, that loves the ground.'* 

But, though fad, ihe was never gloomy,^nd 
would exert herfelf to vary the amufe- 
raents of Mr. Nelfon (whom ftic efteemed 
as a parent) and of her fon, whom ihe 
E 2 doated 
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doated on, but yet never indulged in the 
follies which young mothers are too apt to 
comply with, from a falfe affcftion. 

It certainly would have relieved her 
mind from a great and natural inquietude, 
had Mr. Nelfon made fome fettlement on 
Alfred, or declared what his intentions 
were towards him. By his education and 
allowance (for the old gentleman regulated 
all thcfe matters as if he was born to the 
inheritance of the firft eftates in the king- 
dom), he was enabled to aflbciate with 
boys of the higheft confequence; a cir- 
cumftance which often filled the heart of 
Mrs. Harlcy with dread, left he Ihould 
contradt a tafte for the great world, when 
perhaps his fortune might be little more 
than the poor pittance (he had been able, 
from the falc of ^ her annuity, and fub- 

fcquent 
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fequent favings, to colled together for 
him. 

'^he made him clearly underftand how 
little he was entitled to figure in the ftyle 
he now moved in, and how neccffary j>6f- 
feflions are, to ftamp a value on merit, 
which is too often overlooked in obfcurityj 
that every thing he had was a gift from the 
bounty of Mr. IS^elfon^ that it was by no 
means permanent, or his by any other te- 
nure than the will or the donor : ihe con* 
yinced.him of the cxtenfivenefs of his 
obligations, though they fliould ccafe 
fooner, and without that termination 
which he might flatter himfelf would be 
the confequence ; fince the advantage of a 
liberal education could never fail him ; 
from thence he would derive a fource of 
utility and j)leafure, that would accompany 
E 3 \\vccv 
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him to his lateft days^ and provide him 
the means of maintaining himfelf with 
honour and credit, fliould all other re* 
fources be removed from him. 

Thefe Admonitory lectures had, no 
doubt» their due weight with a lad of 
good underftandingj and well difpofed, as 
Alfred was. He revered, he idolized his 
mother, and wiflied for an indq)endent' 
fortune for nothing fo much as to con« 
vincc her of his afFeftion, by placing her 
in )& fituation moft congenial to her turn 
of mind. 

There was a fmgularity of charaftcr in 
Mr. Nelfon, which, although Mrs. Har* 
ley, who was all compliance and attention, 
never pointed out to her fon, yet foon be- 
came vifibk to him. He had fixed prift-* 

ciples 
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ciples of what he thought right and wrong, 
which it was not an eafy talk to make hinn 
recede from, notwithftanding they feldom 
fquarcd with the opinion of others : it was 
fufficient they were the children of his 
fancy, to adqpt theai with all the zeal that 
could inSame a martyr. Mrs. Harley 
never fought to combat them: Alfred 
MKouId now and then enter his caveat 
mgainft OHfre prejudices; but refpeA to a 
look of difapprobation from his mother 
ifVOuM check him on the inftant; though 
he fometimes felt great difficulty in con- 
cealing his chagrin, when the old gentle- 
man (who eftcemed charity even in an 
higher degree than St. Paul himfclf, as his 
creed was, that it did not only cover^ but 
cancel a multitude of fins) would unplea- 
fantly enough give proofs of his predilec- 
tion for that virtue, by inftancing how 
E 4 much 
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much he had done for perfons fo diftantly 
related to him as the Harlcys. 

Emily confidered thefe little traits in 
his character as no other than the taxes we 
are obliged to pay to government for its 
protection i they are evils, but every one 
muft fubmit to them* She felt more for 
him, than for herfelf, on thefe occafiQns> a» 
fhe feared his opinions would make him a 
fubjeft of ridicule to thofe who, though 
they would laugh at his foibles, would 
never take, example from his virtues. JShe 
well knew he meant not to diftrefs any 
one, notwithftanding he could not refill 
the vanity of erefting a temporary throne 
(pr his own praife. 

In the feries of years they had lived 
together, he never once mentioned any 

future 
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future plan for Alfred; which indeed 
gave her more true concern than a thou- 
land particularities in his condud could 
have done. He was now eighteen, and 
nothing yet had been propofed; when one 
day fhe aflumed courage to hint, that as 
he had received fo accompli(hed an educa- 
tion, fhe was half inclined to have him in* 
troduced to his uncle Harlcy. 

** What ! " interrupted the old gentle- 
man quickly, " to have him take the bgy 
*« out of my hands, and have the credit of 
** his firft appearance in life ? " 

Mrs. Harlcy trembled at the cagernefs 
of Mr. Nclfon, and haftily juftified herfelf 
from fuch an idea; adding, her only inten- 
tion was, that he might blu(h for having 
thus long neglefted even to inquire after 

E S ^^ 
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Att tmly forvivof of his baptefs brother, 
tAo would do honour to his family. 

*' No, no^** faid Mr. Nclfon, ^« we want 
^ nothing of him." 

It was natural for a fond mother to col- 
left materials enough from this, to build a 
ftrong hope upon 5 and yet fo cautious was 
Ihe of flattering fuch a hope in her (on, 
tliat fhe concealed her own 5 and on his dif- 
covering a joy, fo common in young and 
fanguine minds, (he difcouragcd it as much 
as polTible. 

Alfred now was fent to finifli his edu- 
cation at Oxford : but fo determined was 
he to have no choice beyond what Mr* 
Nelfon and his mother Ihould fix for him, 
riiat he knew not to what fcience or pro- 
■»^ feiDon 
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fefion to bead his fhidies. He contriftcd 
Some raj good acquaintances^and between 
them^ and his acquiremeat of die different 
branches of knowledge^ he pafled his time 
rcry pleafandf. 

It 4\appened he was at home^ in one of 
the vacttionsy when he attained the age of 
twenty-one : on which day Mr. Nelibn 
prefented him with a valuable gold watch 
and appendages^ accompanied with a 
pocket-book containing a note for two hun- 
dred pounds. He flopped his grateful ac- 
knowledgments by turning to Mrs. Har- 
1^ — iu Now, coufin," faid he, " tell me 
** your thoughts. Have you any objection 
**to your fon going into the church? J 
^ have a good living which has juft fallen^ 
^' and I can get it held for him, ttH he is 
" of age to take it.'* 

E6 SVit. 
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She readily declared the had no wifh, 
but his will, in the eftablilhincnt he had fo 
good a right to regulate. 

1 

Whatever were at that time the fenti- 
ments of Alfred, refpeft for the perfons 
before him made him acquicfce, without 
the fmalleft objedion being darted. It 
Was then fettled, that, for the future, his 
ftudies ftiould be confined to religious cx- 
ercifes *, and he returned to Oxford, to fit 
himfclf for the clerical life. 

The living, which was five hundred a 
year, was prefented to a neijghbouring di- 
vine, who was under fome particular oblip. 
gations to Mr. Nelfon, and who fcruplcd 
not to accept it for a time, till Alfred had 
^paffed the neccffary degrees. 

He 
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He entered immediately on his leftures 
in divinity^ and looked forward to his fnug 
reftory^ and all the rural comforts of a 
country parfbn : above all^ he anticipated 
the pleafure and fatisfaftion of having a 
permanent home for his beloved mother. 

Mrs. Harley now experienced more fe- 
renity of heart than fhe had known for 
upwards of twenty years. In the eftablifh- 
ment of her fon fhe contemplated a mod 
delirable afylum for herfelf ; hoping that^ in 
his filial arms, all her cares would be 
hulhed to peace : fhe hoped too, whenever 
he made choice of a partner fon life, he 
i¥ould be guided by fuch principles, and 
attached to fuch a charadter, as would in« 
creafe their mutual happinefs^ inftead of 
jdiminiihing it. 
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Alfred could not take pofleir^on of his 
liring till the age of twenty-four, to which 
period he wanted about a year and a balf^: 
when their good friend^ Mr. Nelfan> was 
attacked by an alarming fit of the go^V 
which in a week carried him off. 

On in(pe£Hon of the will, it was fowid 
he had left an annuity of two hundred 
per annum on Mrs. Haiiejr, and a legacy 
of five hundred pounds to Alfred, for 
the purpofic^' as it is iaid, of furnifliing his 
rcftory. 

Manypeoplc,.who readily enough cen- 
iured the partiality of the old man during 
1ms life-time, and %oke freely of adopt- 
ing diftant coufins, to the prejudice of 
nearer relations, now as violently exclaimed 
againft the cruelty of breeding up a youth 

with 
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with the cxpeftation of being his heir, and 
then only making a poor parfon of him. 
It is difficult to a£l fo as te procure the 
praife of every one: it is almoft impoffible. 
Thefe murmurers are of a tribe never to 
be fatisfied. We muft not judge from 
a part, but take the whole into confi- 
deration. 

It is true, the fum of five hundred 
pounds is but trifling : but the education 
of Alfred had coft more than three times 
as much, and he was in expeftation of that 
fum yearly from his living; Mrs. Harley 
had been fupported near twenty years, and 
a good annuity was bequeathed to her. 
Becaufe a perfon has done a great deal for 
us, are we to exped it as a right, that they 
ihould do a great deal more ? 

4 '>v/^tw 
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Mn Nelfon had relations, who, though 
not very dear to him, had yet a natural 
right to the greater part of his fortune: 
nor was he fo very rich as many of his 
neighbours believed, becaufe his charities 
were extenfive. Upon the whole, then, 
he merited not fo much blame as thofc, 
whom it noways concerned, or who would 
have given five fliillings to hive it other- 
wife, chofe to caft upon his memory j and 
each party interefted in the difpofal of his 
fortune were very well fatisfied with the 
arrangement. 

Neither Alfred or his mother ever 
looked further than a competency ; which 
was thus, in a manner, fecured to 
them : and the relations, who fucceeded to 
the remainder, found themfelves fo much 
better ofF than they cxpefted, that they 

were 
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were full of acknowledgments to Mrs, 
Harley and her fon ; particularly the for- 
mer, who had taken fome pains to adjuft 
a difference between them and Mr, Nel- 
fon, fome years previous to his death, and 
the date of the will. 

Alfred had now taken the neceffary de- 
grees, but did not choofe to aflume the 
gown till the rcfignation of the living had 
been made in form. 

When thfc time arrived, he wrote to 
Doftor Taylor^ acquainting him with the 
circumftance of his being of proper age, 
and reminding him that he fhould be ready, 
whenever it fuited the Doftor's conveni- 
cncy, to difencumber him of the trouble of 
officiating at the reftory. 

He 
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He received for anfwer, that the Doftor 
** was extremely furprifed at the nature of 
^' the letter he had juft had the honour of 
'* receiving. He had accepted the truft 
*' from his good friend and patron^ Mr. 
*' Nelfon (now with God), and had found 
*^ no trouble in performing the duties of 
*' his cure, which, from his good ftate of 
*< health, he doubted not, with the bleiling 
*^ of Heaven, he fhould continue to enjoy 
*^ for many years.** 

Thunderftruck with this anfwer, Alfred 
prepared a reply, deitianding the refigna- 
tion of the living, according to a ftipulation 
between his honoured friend deceafedand 
him (the Dodtor). This the pious prelate 
treated very cavalierly : he talked much.of 
his attachment to the canons of the church, 
which rendered fuch bufinefs illegal; and 

fimony 
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fimony was the laft crime he would be 
guilty of: difcourfed of his love^or his 
churchy in the language of Solomon's 
fongs, 'as if it was his wifci a divorce 
from which, he faid, could not be effcdcd 
but by mutual confent^ or fomer faulty 
deemed by law of confequence enough to 
diffolve the union. This^ he jocofcly 
added, was not the cafe. He loved his 
benefice, and his benefice loved him«-^ 
cherifhing and fupporting each other in 
ficknefs and in health. He had been true 
and faithful to his wife, the church; fhe 
had never complained of his n^gleft of his 
duties, nor ihould any thing but death 
part them. 

As this was a fpecies of correfpondence 
by no means fuited to the tafte of Alfred, 
he determined to engage fome man of the 
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law, to teach juftice and equity to the 
man ^ the go/pel; but as th<?rc is no 
agreement that can ftand good in law, 
where the matter in difpute is according 
to the canons unlawful (although fuch 
things are done every day, and the good 
Doftor knew the intentions of Mn Ncl- 
fon when he requeftedhim to hold the liv- 
ing), he very caknly gave up thofe trifling 
points of juftice and equity, exclaiming in 
the words of Shylock ; ** It is not in the 
*^ bond. I do not fee it in the bond/* 

The obftinacy of this fon of the church 
was a matter of ferious confequence to Al- 
fred, as he began to fear he fhould find 
great difficulty in combating it, unlefs he 
could either frighten him into compliance, 
or bribe him high enough to make the 
refignation worth his \vhile. For the firft 

he 
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he was too cunning, and too well con- 
vinced no proof could be brought, and he 
laughed at the idea of having his charac- 
ter expofed^ as much as he afFefted to be 
offended at the fuj^ofition that he would 
countenance fo grievous a fin as fimony, 
which he would no more be guilty of 
committing than herefy or fchifm. 

It was a cruel difappointment to a 
young man who had really been taught to 
depend on this afTu ranee of the refignation 
as much as that he fhould demand its but . 
after confulting various learned men on* 
the fiibjedl, he found, to his infinite con- 
cern, that there was no chance of redrels ; 
and to this day the confcientious Do6tor 
Taylor enjoys the fruits of his labour in 
the Lord's vineyard, without the fmalleft 
compundtion of fpirit from, any imperti- 
nent 
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nent reflefHon^ that he withholds another 
man's right* 

Thus did Alfred, by the deattf of one 
man, and the injuftice of another, fee him- 
felf deprived of his future hopes of fub- 
fiftence, when thofe hopes had juft led 
him to a much dearer one of making that 
fubfiftence a happy refource to his mother, 
and ftill more of enabling him to offer his 
hand to one of the lovelicft and moft 
amiable of women, with whom he had 
fomc months before become acquainted j 
whofe friendlhips he had been honoured 
with, and who had made a fenGble impref- 
fion on his heart. 

In the midft of his difappointmcnt add 
affliftion, he derived this confolation, that 
he had not adtually declared himfelf the 

lover 
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lover of Elwina, though he had vowed 
never to be fo to any other; and it was 
plain to fee, that although nothing but 
friendfhip and efteem were avowed on her 
parti no other man had any chance of fuc« 
ceeding with her. 



But I (hall ceafc to dwell on this part 
of Alfred's hiftory. The correfpondencc 
began before this period. The minds of 
Alfred and Elwina were too congenial 
not to aiTimilate towards each other. 
Their acquaintance began while the latter 
was on a vifit in the neighbourhood of 
Mrs. Harley ; who, after the death of Mr. 
Nelfon, had taken a fmall ready-furniflied 
houfe in a village on the weft of London, 

where 
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where ihe meant to refide till her fon was 
fettled in his reftory. 

If with fo good a prolpedt before him, 
Alfred thought himfelf inferior to Elwina 
(who indeed, in point of Inerit, could 
fcarcely meet her equal, though her for- 
tune could not be fuppofed to be large, 
there being many in family, and moft pro- 
bably the elder brother would have the 
greater fhare of the good things of this- 
world), how much did he now think him- 
felf fallen below the hope of afpiring to 
her ! Nothing but his regard to his mo- 
ther's peace of mind prevented him going 
abroad dircdtlyi fo very difficult did he 
forefee it to fupprefs his afFeftion for El- 
wina, or keep it within due bounds, 
which prudence fuggefted to him as pro- 
per. 
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peri borl^' for her fike and hiaf owh. He 
might '■ indeed h^ve pwchafed a living, z% 
hc'faad^rtiherittcm^than three thoufand 
pounds^ in'poffitffibn i but as that- would be 
leading alt the future- hopes of his family 
dependant on the cafualty of his life, he 
could not: give it a thought. He then 
immediately relinquiihad all ideas of the - 
church, as his bcft profpcft would ht the 
privilege of ftarving like a gentleman, 
on a poor curacy. Indeed his inclinations 
were never fixed on a clerical life, but he 
complied intirely becaufe he faw both his 
mother and Mr, Nelfon had made choice 
of it for him; and he was determined 
his conduft ftiould never difgrace his pro- 
fcflion. 

The world was now in arms : and he 

blulhed, at his age, to ruft in inglorious 

Vol. I. F cafe 
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eafc and obfcurky, when every young manr* 
Teemed particularly called upon to draw his 
fword againft the combined. foes of his 
country ; France at this time having juft 
begun her treacherous alliance tvith the ' 
deluded and rebellious Americans^ which '• 
circumftance threatened^ and indeed pro-> 
duced a general war. 

A martial fpark, fo natural in a youth 
of fpirit, who felt with indignation the in- 
juries of his country, had now and then 
emanated from the foul of Alfred ; but 
his mother with that anxious fondnefs, 
quite as natural, when in looking on him 
fhe beheld all the treafure which repeated 
tempefts and ftorms had left her, ceafed not 
to rcprefs his ardour as much as poflible. 
She painted with the energy of truth the 
miferies of war. Thefe piftures^ however, 

would 
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irottid not have made much imprcflSon on 
hkn. Erciy one hopes for fuccefi in 
himfelf^ and thinks he Ihall come oflT vic- 
torious : befidesy dangers^ beheld at a diC- 
tance afieft us in a triflirig degree. But he 
could not ihut his eyes and ears to the ef- 
feA his refolution had on his beloved mo- 
ther, whenever he but (lightly mentioned 
it; or whenever, with a glowing cheek he 
(poke with envy of the Britilh youth, 
whofe arms were glorioufly employed in fo 
good a caufe, a deadly pale v/ould over- 
fpread her features j tears would ruQi.inco 
her eyes ; and if in company, flic would ^ 
be conftrained to quit the room, to give 
vent to a torrent of grief. On fuch occa- 
fions Alfred would follow her, and with 
all the foothing tendernels of filial ca- 
refles, would vow to give up all thoughts 
of a life which Ihould for one moment. 
F 2 embitter 



eqij^'Uter hers. H^^ would -caf:efiiUy ,^pud 
h^ expreflionsj. before her;j bmi*.wtencyer 
he could talk,.fi;eply on the fubjei^i^ he la« 
minted, hfs fijtyation^ ^hich;^C|Opdeamed: 
him to lead a life, of fhamjefuljina&ivi^y 
or wQiind that bojGbnv whofeooly-^bljefliffg 
he too plainly faw, was his fop^t|f in 
fafety. 



I have faid Elwina was one of niany 
children : her father had been very fuc- 
cefsful in his profeffion, which was that of 
a wholefale grocer; but he was one of that 
numerous tribe who like to be the head of 
a family. His eldeft fon was,, therefore, 
educated for a gentleman; and the two 
younger, that they alfo might be gentle- 
men by profeffion, were brought up to the 

law 
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•few 'arid -tKc cKurch. 'For this fooHlh 
■irriati njWiiJJpily dcfpifed tfsuie, Although, 
thechfef of his -pdATdHions were acquired 
in CbMftqtieA6e6fhfe fteady adherence to 
-itfor ttear'^totty yedrs. :Fhibi this little 
trait it may be pfefiiffted Mr. BcdfoW 
could riot' fpAre'ttitich tftbtiey (Vrhcn he 
*had fuch-matenal diittfis for'itJ) to ptit- 
'titfn 'dff his «t«glite?ss- aftd tK^refolc 
>Whin the Vifiblc aSWhtiidn and p^rtiilUy 
'Of Alfred ^ts fWt'ptrcei*ed.'by'hitTi, Tie 
-was not ftifj^eafed. He was' received in 
the fariilly with that kihd oif diftinguifficd 
-prcfcrcrice ^hich fathers afid tiibthers 
ufualiy (hew to men they rather hbfjc 
will foon deckre thehrrfelves : and indeel,. 
independent of 'this view, it was impofli- 
bic not to fed a partiality 'for fbdh a man 
as A'lffed, 'His perfoh was fdrmed In the 
finifhed mould -of beauty. His height wis 
F 3 juft 
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juft of that jmnt when the gncefiil be- 
gins ; eyes of dark hizel, with all the fire 
and briUianq^ of that colour ; but when 
fuKd on Elwina^ had all the ionpaffioned 
foftnefs of blue; .a Qomi^exion fufficient* 
ly frcfii to indicate health and a good cob- 
ftitucion. Without that ruftic ruddinefs that 
will, in fpite of its beauty^ coqvey an idea 
of vulgarhy. His mouth and lips were 
the handfomeft I ever iaw, and I belieye 
it would be difficult to decide whether 
they looked more enchanting when open 
.orclofedj when the latter was the cafe, 
. each comer wa^ beautifully dimpled ; aod 
1 when his elegantly-formed lips feparated, 
, he difclofed the fined fet of teeth in the 
- world. Such was the exterior of Alfred ! 
/a name which he obtained from having 
performed the charafter in the mafquc of 
. that name, when at fchool. 

The 
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^hc intelledual part, I Ihould hope my 

readers are at prefent a little acquainted 

with ; they will fee nothing in his letters 

10 contradift the gocxl report I have made 

*ofhim» 



Elwina had not fo much critical beau- 
ty, either in her form or features; but 
there was fomething irrefiftibly touching 
in her whole manner ; it was impoflibl-e 
for any fex or age to be two hours in her 
company, without loving . and being im- 
proved by her. I never fhall forget., the 
firft time I was fo happy as to fee her. I 
felt my foul aflimilate towards her as if they 
had been formerly acquainted. . It has 
been united to her ever, fince. Ah, why 
F 4 were 
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,wcce.wc £^j^^c^,i pwHy^iam ;l;JleftitO'dc- 
f,plorejib^mutii yirt^e ^qd-(w^$nefs:? Jt 
if?as my pride,: my .glory ijo, think we ha^ 
jBfter ffi^hi „>«by,v«as.flQt/minc.place.d,iti 
the fame delicate mould as hers? Why 
ihould the itorm that (hoak her to the 
ground, only rive off my branches, yet 
kave the root to put forth frefh flioots, 
when its ccwnpanion, its fupport and orna- 
ment^'is blafted for ever? Why am I re- 
ferved to be the painful hiftorian, when I 
^fliould have been mofl: happy to have 
bad fome pitying friend fay of us, 

** They were lovely in their lives, 

** And in death they were not divided^*' 

'feut Heaven thought it neceflary % 
iEbould live to celebrate the praife of my 

beloved 
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beloved friertd j fhe, whofe chafaftcr 
and conduct his been vilified' bjr her 
fiioft Unnawhil brother f Hft prfdc, fei^ 
arrogance^ are too well-known anion^j 
thofe who have the misfortune to be 
conneftcd with, or allied to him. Was 
it not enough that fhe facrifked her life 
to her prudence ? Was her love and her 
honour too- to be giv^n up to fatisfy 
his malevolent heart ?r Though un* 
bleffed by affluence and riches, flic 
might at this tim€, even at this mo- 
ment, been rich in the happinefs of 
giving and receiving felicity with the 
amiable choice of her affedions s flic^ 
might have been in poflefllon of thofe 
heart-felt joys, be can never experience, . 
becaufe he is unworthy of them. L 
idight ha-VC *been happy- too : But it 
F 5 is^ 
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is all over. Be apjpeafcd then, thou 
wretched, turbulent Claudio ! The cold 
grave has fliielded thy lovely fiftcr from 
thy future malice* , 
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LETTER L 



Alfred toElwi^a^ 



(Written the beginning of the Tear 1779^^^ 



WILL my amiable friend pardoa 
the prefumption of a young man^ 
, who has dared to conftrue an cxp/^ffioa 
Ihe let fall the other evening, as a. ^acii^ 
affurance that fhe will not: be mortally 
offended with him for writing to her dvrr^ 
ing his cxcurfiojv? Or will flic not-xathe;f 
F6 " feel 
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feel additional caufe for anger at his bold* 
ly endeavouring to ihelter his impertinence 
under io facred a fan£iion I 

TeH me, Elwina, have I greatly erred 
in my tranflation of the text^ and will 
you allow me to comment upon it ? You* 
fee how nature lly I tr?ad ifi the pafh that 
is chalked out for me^ and adopt the ftyle^ 
4S I foon fhall the habit^ of a pulpit ora^ 
ic^r* 

But da you remember the converfa^ 
tion ? / can never forget it. You bo|e 
too great a ftiare in it to admit of the 
traces ever teing worn from the tablet of 
my'tncriibry^. Befides, the fentiment was 
fc congenial with my own ideas. The 
iubjeft was iaterefting to me, who was &> 
foon to quit the fociety, above all others, 
^ • - *• formed 
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formed totnake^ine happy, and give mt 
fufficteat: seafon to regret the man^ weeks 
that I ihoidd be AedeflTarity prevented from 
itjoining k* I irw making fome melan- 
^K)ly rcfteftioiwy when the found of your 
melodious voice, and the fentiments you 
uttered, adding fweetneft to the fwects,, 
foufed me to the ftrideft attention, and 
hatched comforts in my foul. 

♦' I can never believe (you faid) that 
•* the abfence of friends can be fo painful, 
" when they fo feWom avail themfclves 
^ of the only privilege to foften it^ and 
•* which is in the power of every one. For 
•* why, when they have, the blcft means 
*^ of fpeeding the Jo ft inter eourje from pie to' 
** pole, and pouring forth all their hearts,' 
*' they ihould fit penfively and unfociably 
« down, without telling thofe they have 

•* left 



txo THE SCHOJOL^ 

^« left behind, that they ever thbk of 
!* them, is much beyond my idea of 
<< things. I ihall never flatter myfelf that 
*^ a friend regrets my abfence, -who omits 
f* any opportxinity of telling mc fo by 
" heaven-formed letters." 

O Elwinai dare I afpire to your friend- 
fliip ? Will the moll charming of women 
allow me to place, myfelf on that diftin- 
guilhed lift ? Will fhe allow, during this 
painful feparation from all that is pleaf- 
ing and elegant, now and then to addrefs 
her with my pen ? Have I mifconftrued 
your words ? Is it vanity? (too inherent to 
young men, and which the attentions 
you have honoured me with could almoft. 
juftify :) Oh ! is it all vanity ? And am I 
looked on only as the common routine of 
acquaintance that vifit at the houfe of 

Mrs» 
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fArs. M — ? Forgive me, forgive me, El- 
wina, if a too fufceptible heart has for 
feme moments thought otherwife, and 
flattered itfelf^ on comparing your behavi- 
our to niyfelf, with that to fome others, I 
have perceived a difference that has 
thrilled through every nerve. 

I really wonder at my own temerity* 
Believe me, my hand trembles,, and my 
^eart beats painfully while I write thefc 
lines; uncertain whether they will be a 
prelude to the moft wifhed-for correfpon- 
dence i or whether it will not force you to 
drive the arrogant, the afpiring Alfred 
fcom your prefence for ever. Judge then, 
Elwina^ what are my feelings at this in« 
ftant i— I leave off*— I hcfitate — ^fomcthing 
impels me to make the trial-p-I dare hard- 
ly proceed— I dare not look back — I 

could 
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cDtild alrttbft wife— yfct 1 will lend this i 
1 am futt I Ibotfld not Ittchd it, if I was 
to begin it afreth, as my agitation in« 
creafes each moment. I db hot jprefume 
to intreat you 16 antwer this ijficohercnt 
letter. I mean to be at Mrs. M— 's 
on Wednefday next. The Week afWr, I 
purpofe to fct off for Oxford, to keep my^ 
laft term there, previous to my afluming 
the black robe. On Wednefday ! — How 
fhall I fupport myfelf till then ? — On Wed- 
ftefday I Ihall fee Elwina. 

Yes, in your lovely eyes I fhall read 
my deftiny ; from" your lips I flatter my- 
felf 1 fhall receive pardon for this pre- 
fumption* If (which Heaven forbid !) you* 
fhould really fee it in the light which 
/ome women would (but /ucb I fhould 
never offend), whatt will become of me ? I 

feel 
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feel my fentiments for you muft ever re- 
main the fame : that is, I muft, while I 
have fenfe and difcernment, revere and 
admire worth, fweetnefs^ and all that 13 
amiable in your fex. But grant, kind 
Heaven^ chat I may rather love withgrati« 
tude> than adore with trembling. 

3rpun^-iinQftttFtt)yj : 

Alfred^ 
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Friday Evenings, 

T CANNOT forgive my fccming difin- 
gcnuity on Wcdncfday laflx How 
could I coldly fay, I forgave you, for the 
mod pleafmg inftancc of friendlhip I ever 
met with -, and, to adopt the language of 
JdTttdifo cof^enial to my own ideas ? How 
could my lips do fo little juftice to my 

heart? 
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. heart ? They ought to have told you I 

. accepted your oflTered friendihips with the 

utmoft delight and fatisfadions that I 

• had, even before you requefted it, placed 

you on the diftinguiftied . lift of nay 

friends ; I will own noore ; I already fee 

you at the head of it. It is your merit, 

j'and a very nnxierate fliare of difccrnment 

:in rtiyfclf, that have procured you that 

- eminence. 

I ought to feel more friendfliip for you 
' than to regret your abfence. It is too ad- 
vantageous to you to clear me from 
. fclfiflinefs in wifhing your journey could 
« be poftponcd till I quit this vicinity. You 
fee how little you know me, when you 
afcribe fo much virtue to me; but we 
. ihall be better acquainted; and I truft 

i'i you 
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you ^ill ^it*e iri^ft-ufeful part of frleha* 
ihip, 'teilii%^mc ^of liny fatiltsy iahd not 
fiisn^iering faflckd^erfeAidns, Itfe rShouid 
fare vain ind filly feAte\lgh to thirtk 1 really 
.'polftfi them. 

You were ektremely good to =feftd [z 
meflRsige&f inquii^ yefterday* ^I Ihbuld 
hflfve been happy in 'a high •degtee^ had it 
been a written inftead of a verbal' compli- 
ment. But I have no one to blame but 
,myfelf. lam convinced tlic abfurdify of 
. n>y behaviour on Wedndday ^ould make 
you dfaw inferences unfavourable to fuch 
an intention. I know hot what ailed me. 
I am ferioufly vcx^d With myfelf; and, 
notwithftanding appearances wfere then fo 
ftrongly againft me, I will affurc Alfred,! 
ftm neither ungrateful or infcnfible, and that 

hi$. 
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bis eftecm and correfpondcnce will ever 
be cherifhed as very great additions to the 
happinefs of 

filwina. 
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BETTER III. 



Alfred to El win a. 



T BEG IN to think the only fault I 
iliall ever find with Elwina, will be 
the having turned the head of a once very 
tolerable young man. But how fhould it 
be otherwife ? Oh 1 Elwina, if ever you 
fhould change your mind -, if, by any cir- 
cuniftance, or cruel event, you fhould 
ceaIe'*to honour me with your friendlhip, 
what muft become of the undone Alfred ? 
But why cloud over the joy, that at this 

moment 
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moment expands my bofom^ with fo bitter 
an anticip2(tion ? Elwina is too amiable^ • 
too jufl: to be capricious ; and though (he 
may blame the weakn^fs of the head» will 
pjty the feelings of the heart; a heart 
that glows with eftecm of the moft per- . 
fc6t nature, and will endeavour to emu- 
late het worth, till iif renders itfclfi if pof- 
fible^ a counterpart of her own ! 

And .hayc you the goodncfs to Svifh I 
might not quit this place, now become 
dear to me from being your temporary • 
rcGdence ? Alas ! why does neceffity urge 
me to leave you? And yet, but far rie^ , 
ceflity, I fhould tire you with my com- 
pany. Oh, Elwina, it is too rich a repaft 
to be with yova «^ every day, and all the 
"day." How blcft (hould I be, to be 

certain 
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certain of cigoying youtf toMrtffyzion'onc^ 
d^y in a week? as I(Mig ^ I Kvedl thfe* rc^* 
maining fix Avould ibfr pafled in feKcitoufly^ 
antedating, the^ next happy^ day, or dwd-^- 
Jing^ith gramttide and ratkma) delight oni 
the rctpofpeft'of the lift. 

I will not makeany comment on Wed-^ • 
nefday, only ^ I wjiil Juft bbfcive Eiwina is-* 
too fevere in her ftriftures on herfelf. 
That man^muftbc-undeferving the frieiid- 
(hip and efteenv of an amiable woman, 
who couldi lurgey with importunity, conceit 
fions in his favour. And he muftW blind ' 
and infenfiblc who does not fcie and grates 
fully acknowledge, in thtfoft timid: eye ^ 
of modcft beaiutyy^ all rthat ought to fatis* « 
fy his honeft w^bes. 

3 Adieu ! 
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Adieu! To-morrow I fliall be the 
happicft of earthly beings. I am to pafs 
the whole afternoon in the company of 
Elwina ! 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER IV, 



I 



Alfrid to Elwina. 



Henley. 

AM now' fomc miles from Elwina. 
My horfe has conveyed my body, but 
my mind is ftill with her. O bleft me- 
mory, how rich are thy (lores ! Imagina- 
tion ! thou too art my friend. The dif- 
tance between me and the moft amiable 
of women increafes each hour. But in 
my mind's eye I view her ftill. I hear 

the 
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the fokc&p fweetfifl: acce^ti ^\^btr«:e pa my 
;Car, and my charwd aa4 fi^itl;if>il xecqllccf 
.tion tells me 'tis the ypice of Elwina ! Only 
think of rpy preiumptjpo I I hav;^ a&u- 

aWy two or three riaics .caught ipyfclf 
finging that charming little Italian aif 
you fct to mufic. Oh, thofe expreffi\re 
jines ! 

II fuo dplce, d/sfio 

Chi gli refponde, ardo d'amore anch 'lo. 

I was puniftied fufficiently for my au* 
\3acity. i thought my notes founded as 
hoarfe as a raven's. My heart echoed the 
fenfe, but I was unequal to exprefs the 
delicate harmony of a voice, which> even in 
commbn fpeiking, 

<« Mieht 9r^ftt« a.fpul.pndcr the ribs .qf 
deatb.''^ . 

G 2 Nov 
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Now do not call this' hyperbole; by 
my honour it is not. It is more true of 
you than I once thought it could be of 
any woman in tlie world; but then I had 
not feen^ I hiad not cbnverfcd with EI- 
wma.' * '•* ^ • ^ 

And will you forgive my making it a 
queftion? It is impious to doubt you. 
Will you devote a whole day to my dear 
mother? How good to propofe it! and 
how doubly kind, to tell me it (hall be 
next Wedncfday : the day fortnight when 
the afpiring Alfred dared toraife his eyes to 
read forgivenefs in Elwina's ! How Ihall 
I with rapture greet each anniverfary of 
that bleft day! The anniverfary? Oh, 
each weekly return ; each day, that will 
not fail to add to my efleem, my friend- 
fhip for the fisjk of women ! 
^ How 
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iiow bappy wijl be the mqft excellent 
of mothers, on Wednefday next ! A whole 
day ^ with Elwina ! O that I could io 
reality (as I (hall in idea) fteil ia h^r 
tween the two on earth moft dear to me. 
SucWa parent ! fuch a friend ! of what 
fhould I dare complain ? whom fhould 
I envy ? 

To-morrow I reach Oxford to dinner. 
I (hall from thence write immediately to 
my mother. I fear Elwina will think I 
intrude too much on her indulgence, if I 
prcfume to write again very foon. Her 
letter muft decide it. I will do nothing 
but as you authorize me. You (hall be 
my direftrefs, my guide, and from you I 
will make no appeal. 

G 3 May 



May thki Pd^r 1 a.tk gang fo ihtdke 
for yoiir fafety iitii welfare, flSed his be- 
nigneft inilutlhcie on yOiir h^^, prays your 
licvotcd 



ALF^RED. 



LETTER 
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LETTER V. 



ElWIKA to ALFRfiD; 



f^/ubii/ilify 2r$gbt. 



YE S| Alfred) I Htve paflefi a whole 
long day with the moft excellent of 
women. I wonder not at your being ib 
amiable. How muft you have degene- 
rated from your maternal ftock^ had you 
been othcrwifc ! 



G 4 You 
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You never told me her ftory; She 
entered on it by chance. She apologized 
when (he faw the tears I (hed. From a 
common ftranger the relation of fuch 
woes would have wrung the tear of fym« 
pathy from my heart. She is the mother 
of Alfred. — I hardly knew what I did. — I 
looked on her as fbmething more than 
mortal, to have furvived fuch griefs. I 
gazed on her, as if I feared, when (he 
ended fpeaking, my earneft eyes would 
lofe fight of her, and fhe would vanifh like 
an apparition. I revered— I adored-— I 
did more, I loved her. And without 
meaning to be improperly, familiar with 
fo rcfpeftable a perfon, I threw my arms 
round her neck, and wept on her bofom 
fome minutes without (peaking. 

I muft 
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I muft vifit her again. She did me the 
hoaour of faying, (he had experienced 
ir^ore relief and comfort from this day's 
coAverfation^ than ihe had known for 
many, many years. Yes, I will go to her: 
her piety and refignation will be admi- 
rable leflbns for me, if it fhould pleafe 
Heaven to chaftife me with afflidions. My 
God ! what a feries of misfortunes has (he 
endured ! 

I wonder not at your filial regard for 
fuch a. mother. I fhould hate you, if you 
was not as truly fcnfible as you are of her 
tranfcendent goodnefs. 

For Heaven's fake never beflow praifcs 

on me again ', a poor infignificant atom 

in the creation, when compared to Mrs. 

G 5 Harley! 
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Haliey! I funk fo Id# i/i my dWh eftima- 
tidhj tkat had not her carefles lifted me 
into (btm dej^e of fconftq^nc^ tgain^ I 
couki Mthavt rup]^ited fny own iden of 
ihferieritf. 

I do nbt exptd: M Iteep thi) nights 
My thoughts arc continually with yowr 
dear mother. ISincc fuj)^)^^ I attempted 
to give Mrs. M — — fome relation^ but 
hiy tears would not allow me. She has 
not a foul for thefe things : it was caft 
in a very common mould. 1 have heard 
of every-day beauties j Mrs. M— — has 
an every-day mind. Her pleafurcs and 
pains have been fuited to her ftrcngth mod 
admirably. I do not mean to be fevere, 
but I think that Pope's general farcafm 
on the fcx might very well be applied to 

her. 



FOR FATHERS. 131 

her. She has certainly lefs trf charaftcr 
in her, than mod wonien I kncxw. There 
is no trait by which you will know to- 
day what fort of woman flre will be to^ 
morrow. 

** She's every thing by ftarts, «nd nothing long :** 

Except, let it be remem()ered, ' tliat 
file is very good-natured 1 which, * an 
old lady of my acquaintance fays, is 
almoft the fcvereft thing you c^n fay 
of any one. In fhort, you fay it when 
you cannot find any thing elfe to fay in their 
favour* 

I mtitl tell you I received your letter 

from Henley yefterday. You fay you will 

be guided By ^me. Then pofitively you 

mu'ft vtrrite no more fuch letters. I wilh6d 

G 6 to 






<'i<*covcnr. , / *" ^°" credit for 

"" ^°* partiaj. 
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but, I fear, erring judgment has pro- 
nounced me to be. Adieu, and good 
night. 

Very fmcerdy Yours, 

ELWINA. 



LETTER 
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TL E t'T E R VI. 



Alfred to Elwina, 



AND has my refpeftable parent be- 
■^ ^ guiled the gentle Elwina of her 
tears? Why was not Alfred prefent tp 
wipe the precious drops from the lovelieft 
eyes in the world ? Oh Elwina, fay not 
that I flatter, By all my hopes of happi- 
nefsj I fpeak not with half the energy 
that I fefcl Vcfur perfeft worth. If I did, 
you might then accufe me of flattery; 
4 though 
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though ftill I f«rt9ti I ftoeld be H^»i>w 
cent of it. 

» 

Where faftvc y^u conce^eii yoterfelf dii 
thU timt ? Hoi^ i$ ic poffibte yo^ fkouid 
Jitvte rcnlaiiied fingle till the age of twchty 
tiatt ? It appears mtnrdlous to me. Yet 
i ceafenot to thank Heiivisn for the tir- 
cbfniiaiice ; . fpr had iome happy ydath 
been bleftwith your hand and hearty ^w]lere 
would you have found room for fricndihip for 
Alfred i Your acqiiaiotabcelie might hiave 
been> but he cbuid never have afjpired-^ 
hay, he then would not have^iBied: tso 
beybur fiifcnd. ' 



Laft night there was .an.aiTenablf at 
.~- i I went to it, bccaufe I was a fub- 
^ fcriben 
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fcriber. I danced iiio^ybeicaiirel I met with; 
no one that I liked : what have you not to 
anfwer for, for having made me fo diffi- 
cult to pleafe, fo more than indifferent to 
every odier woman ? I loolced w^th a fcni-*' 
tinizing eye over the bevy of beauties ; 
but fomething was wanting : I iiiKl ^^ Tis 
*^ not a fet of features^. I admice^.'' . Tis 
fenfibility i tis exprefiion ; ^ tis-^t is EU 
wina! 

... • ■ ■ / 

I was called a ftupid fellow by half the 
afTembly, and thought fo, perhaps, by 
the whole. To. make, my peace, I 
pkaded indifpofition, and, indeed, I was 
indifpofcd for dancing with any one there ; 
and to avoid the appearance of idly filling 
up a place where I had no bufinefs, I re- 
tired very early. 

To 
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To fay I thank you, Elwina, for your 
letter, is faying nothing s yet I know not 
a Jfanguage that can give nne the expreffion 
I want. None but your own fwect words, 
and the tone of your own fwcet voice, 
would be equal to what I mean. 

To-day I begin to attend the lectures, 
which, I affure you, I fhall be very dili- 
gent in doing; as the fooner they, arc 
completed, the more time I have to think 
on thofe fo dear to me as I left behind at 
L/— » — . How long fhall you yet ftay 

there ? If I was Mrs. M , you ihould 

never leave me. Not a moment would I 
truft you from my fight, as I (hould wifli 
to exift only when you were by. Will 
you allow me to bring a meflage from that 
lady to your houfe, when you return home ? 

Am 
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Am I tod b(A6i If I am, tell mc fo, 
iMit 66 not ptihifli tne by a rrfufaf; ^1 Mrrfl 
not cbme often; only once in a grfft 
while, to give a Httic relifh for fife, by 
convincing n\t thitre are fbnie plckfiirft 
worth living for. 

How beautiful the moon looked laft 
night f 1 W6ndcf whether you faw it in all 
lh« lJ)teftdoufof m«ufily,ifl may ufe that 
expreffioA. I fixed my eyes On it, and, 
heaving a gfentle figh, wiihed that Elwina 
might at that moment be employed the 
fame way. Do you remember the paper 
in the Speftator, where two perfons made 
a refolution, while abfent from each other, 
to devote half an hour in a day to the fe- 
cret and filent contemplation of each other ? 
What a divine feaft fuch pleafures of the 

ima- 
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kn^giaattoA aSoril T Hoyr happy fhould I 
hareiiee!!/ if I coold hare known for ^ 
certaiaty you had been engaged in thd 
fiuane manner I wag! It was in the a^mbly 
room too; but what is the world and 
all its little nonfehfe ? at a window 1 in a 
room crowded with company ; a band of 
mufic, and (ixty couple dancing* Alfred 
was detached from them all i neither found 
or buftle aflFeded him; I was as much 
alond ais if on the wildeft heath. My 4ye$ 
1»tm ^ed on d^f beiiK66iii phiitt, with 
m tardily bttihg b(fctWJxt us hvtt ^wina^--^ 
Ok! iSt^dfbowddlicidiiAwaithathMfhburl 
Thehappihefs of ages was crowded into it, 
md I felt hurt> becaufe difturbed^ wheii 
the dance was finiflied* Mf elegant re^ 
VWie was broken In upon by noife and iin* 
jiertinehce^ ahd, as I faid, I left the room. 
I frjted to ttgiAti the frairi of thoughts that 

had 
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had occupied tne, as I drove h<Miie ; btic 
they were not renewable. My fober rea4 
fon told noe they were too wild, too excur- 
five ; but, Elwina, not your ^ own pure fcif 
could be. purer than ithey werei ;not an 
idea floated on my fanty which 

<^ Aogels might not hear, or virgms tell.'^ 



The bell announces the hour for leftore. 
The bead muft now be employed : though 
I think I could attend a le£lure OA; heart$ 
with more fatisfa£tipn. I wifli I could fee 
yours intire. How delightful ! And yet 
how ihould I tremble on the examination, 
left I Ihould not fee th^ figure of Alfred in 
fome litde corner of it ! Oh, may I not 
hope he has a fmall fhare ? Never will he» 
by any aftion, defer ve to be difcarded from 
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fo enviable a poft. No, he fwears on the 
altar of friendlhip and truth, the whole bu* 
finefs of his life fhall be to merit the efteem 
of the moft amiable, the mod: admired of 
her fex ! 

ALFRED. 



' V f i> 
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Elwina to Alfred. 



BELIEVE me, Alfred, youi" medi- 
tations by moon-light were fo much 
in my own way, that I was highly grati- 
fied by your defcription. It would be too 
foolifli, or I could tell you a ftory that 
guight ferve as a conopanion to it : but 
friendlhip may well excufe what friendfliip 
alone occafioned. So to have no conceal- 
ments from you ; do you remember the 
piece of myrtle you broke off from a tree 
- , . m 
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in. Sir Thomas B^^'s confcrv^tory? I wore 
it. all 4ay, ami in the ni^t my hjeart ifmt^ 
mc for having thrown hby^ nf^fi^^ wkh 
ibme flowers I had £ai;b.ercd out of Mf§w 
M^^s garden. The moon, which was {q^ 
fevourable to your contempl^tippj was flc^ 
enemy to my atceoypt (thougk jrK>t at that 
time arrived at the fplexwJowr ^ jiiatwity). 
towards the preieryation of the j»yfdie 
^rig» By its bright light, I refcued the 
aJnaoft e^cpiring gift I had received from 
[ the band of Alfred 5 arid placing it in 
water, found, by the* next momiog, it 
looked as if it would live a little lenger. In 
that hope I put it into a piot of earth, 
where, I doubt not, it will take root, antf 
grow a fine (hrub. I claim a fpafce for it 
at your reftory, till when it fliall be my 

care to nourilh it. 

■ / .■; '. ■; -. '^ i\ ■; 

Thcfc 



i44 THE SCHOOL 

Thcfe may be called the folHes of 
fiienckhip ; but if each portion of our 
Kvcs Ihould pafs as thofe pei-iods, when 
you were moralising with the moon, and- 
P was prcfcrvihg my fprig of myrtle, 
l^hat would liecome of the wifdom of 
thofe wife ones, who would laugh at us ? 
I hate feldom been more pleafurably em- 
ployed, than during my officious care, and 
anticipating, perhaps, fome future vifit to 
your little domain, when I might receive, 
with ftill more delight, another piece of 
myrrie from your friendly hand. 

I have never read the paflage you allude 
tx> in the Spcftator, without feeling a ve- 
neration for friends of fo much fentiment. 
That I have met with one of the fame de- 
licacy and fenfibility, will ever be acknow- 
ledged with thankful gratitude. And 

though 
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though I did not, indeed, at the moment 
you mention, contemplate the fame ob- 
jeft, I confidcr the adoration you paid 
the bright luminary, as a tribute for the 
fcrvices her beams afforded me fome nights 
before. However, for the futu^-e, the 
night of the full moon (hall nevei'pafs un- 
heeded by me. 

If you are really fond of dancing, I am 
forry you could not find a partner, who 
could, for a few hours, be fufficiently 
interefting to induce you to join the feftive 
throng. For my part, I have no great 
paflion for the exercife ; and often wonder 
that fo many young women are fuch eni 
thufiafts in the caufe. It is very well on a 
cold winter night ; but I never, in my mor-e 
girl i(h days, was a violent dancer. I own. 

Vol. I. H like 
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like old Urfida in the Padlock^ I prefer 
grace tx> agtlity. 

You expfefs wonder diat I fhouid have 
Rved to tlie age of twcutf-three, without 
being engaged in the nMCrimbnial ftate. Is 
it fo very marvellous ?— 'To have lived 
thus long without an engagettieht of thtf 
heart, would, in my opinion^ have been 
more fo. 

Perhaps fome other time I may inform 
you of this point in my hiftory, which ap- 
pears fo very extraordinary. There arc 
fome hearts fdrmed for friendfliipj mine 
feems to be of that clafs ; and we do not 
often meet with men who are capable rf 
infpiring ot returning it. As far as I can 
judge, I have been fortunate; I hope 

iievcr 
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tiever to have my opinion proved an error i 
I (hould be unhappy to be deceived. 

On Thurfday I go to your good mother. 
Mrs, M^ pays a vifit in the environs, and 
kindly excufes my attendance, I write by 
this day's poft, becaufe you will have it 
in time to know wiien the tete-a-tite will 
take place, I wonder who would be the 
happieft of the party, if you could make it 
«trioi 

Adieu, 

ELWIJ^At 



H a LET- 
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Alfred to Elwina. 



HEN I become arefidentat my; 

reftory, I think I fhall eftablifh fuch 
a kind of attic en<eiftainment as at Bath- 
Eafton, What a prize to have a fprig of 
myrtle from thfe favourite tree !— The 
adopted of Elwina ! It could receive no 
addition unlefs Elwina herfelf was to dif- 
tribute it. Will you accept the office? 
No one would be fo well qualified to ad- 
judge the palm of merit. Sacred fhall be 

the 
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the hallowed phnt'^Odi profanum I noli me 
dangers ! fhall be its motto. Even t will 
not prcfumc to tear its branching honours ; 
I will adore it, as if the tree indeed con- 
tained my beauteous nymph enclofed in its 
.bark. Under your aufpices it miift Eve, 
'it muft flourifh. Apollo had his laurel'*; 
Alfred fhall have his myrtle : Oh ! how 
much happier the latter than the former ! 
The objedt of his adoration chofe to be 
turned into in inanimate plant, to avoid 
his purfuit : Elwina, for me, has deigned 
to protefl: and flielrer with her foftcrirfg 
*hand my favourite plant, till I may rc- 
pofe myfelf under its branches, I Ihduld 
be ready to execrate the rude hand that 
fhould defpoil its beauties, Guar4 it, my 
elegant friend, with your utmoft care ^ when 
it is tranfplanted we will have a jubilee. I 
H 3 . • ftiall 
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JbgU never fee ^ ksiof myrtfc, but I fluB 
thjnK of and .bicfi you* 



, How much lilge an angel; in a wordy 
jxow much like£lwina wasitj.toletmekoow 
thftt OA jhb day you would vlfit the bsSt 
of mothers ! — ^Was you not fenfiUe of xxxf 
prefencc ? The whole day my intelle^ual 
ielf has beien with you : I led you from the 
littk white gate, only jull flopping to'gather 
a branch of honey fuckie that twines round 
the poplar tree, which my ple^fed fancy 
faw you place in your bofom -, where, may 
peace and happinefs ever dwelK I bavt 
m myrtle atfrejent \ fa the fweet woodbine 
was all the oflfcripg I could make. From 
thence I prefcnted you to my delighted 
mother. There> in charming converfe, we 

paffed 
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pafled the morning, and afterwards par- 
took of a frugal, but not inelegant meal. 
Elwina, will you pardon my folly ? I played 
the truant this morning ; I could not leave 
my mental " feaft of reafon and flow of 
** foul," to attend a ledture on philofophy. 
I fat in my rooms the whole day s and to 
avoid impertinent vifitors (for whofe in-- 
trulion could be deemed otherwife ?) I fhut 
my outer doon To ufe your own fweet 

wQrds,-T-2i&^^45»4?y ^ ^4M ^k^ Mlk^ ^f 

friendjhif. Qh, with 2^\ nay ^hcart ! " Xt^ere 
"is a p^afurein madnefs which none but 
. '^ madmen know." ^odif my folly makes 
me happy, I ^ant not to hp wife, nor do! 
envy thofe.that are fo. 

Moft truly yoiir5> 

ALFRED^ 

H 4 L E T^ 
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LETTER IX. 



Elwina to Alfred. 



T H A V E been rambling this morning 
"*^ over thofe pleafant fields behind Mrs* 
M-^— 's houfe> and up to that fpot where 
you once pointed out to me a view of your' 
mother's elegant little cottage. A' kind 
hand has lopped away fome branches that 
grew too luxuriantly at the end of the 
copfe, by which improvement the objeft 
has gained much beauty. I felt particu- 
larly charmed with it, it ftruck on my 
* fancy, 
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fancy, as if I had juft difcovercd a dear; 
friend, whom I loved, but thought not. 
of feeing at that moment. Almoft the 
whole of the neat white houfe prcfents it* 
felf 5 and that we do not fee it intirely, di- 
minilhes not from the perfpedive, as it is 
embowered in a little wood, over which a 
chimney peeps, that looks like a turret. The 
effeft is wonderfully pleafing ; part of the 
glade was enriched by cattle feeding, and 
the back ground, which you remember 19 
broken and elevated,- gave the whole ani 
air equally grand' and pidlurcfque^ 

It would have been herefy againfl: the 
icience of painting, if -I had not taken a 
faint (ketch of the fcene before: me. I had 
paper and pencils with me, and, allowing 
for poor abilities, I think I have fucceeded- 
2 merveilk 3 bjut ypu (hall judge, :for i hop© 
H 5 \QU 
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you arc by this time quite inclined to be- 
lieve that for Alfred alone the drawing was 
executed* I have bad this evening the 
happinefs of attending your excellent nior 
iSicr JUp thither y and her good tafte cor-* 
reded the exuberance ofnninei flie.even 
pointed out a little objeft I had overlook- 
ed : it was. the remains of a milU which 
the enemies of improvement had deftroyed 
imany years fince, and which^ flic faid, 
you had often contemplated as a ruin 
that would look well on canvafs. Shall! 
own,; had any other thznyour mother made 
this obfcrvation, I fhould have^bcen heartily 
morjtified? but there is no humility in 
yielding the palm to her. With her ftric- 
tures then I completed my iketches from 
nature i and, as (he tells me fbe is to fend 
you a parcel next week— I (hall take the 
opportunity of conveying my performance 

at 
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»t the 'fymc time— Jf you difcover any 
merit in it, f\iperad4ed to that which my 
wifh to plq^fe yqu, -I -kriow, wi^give it in 
your eye, pray let that too have a place in 
die fpot deftined to your future refidcnce. 
My nur/ery, I hope you underftand I mean 
the little myrtle^ thrives charmingly : it 
looks as bright apd flourilhing as if it di- 
vined to what a pre-eminence over all other 
*' humble plants'' it was to be promoted. 

Mrs. M — ^— , who you know has no 
more tafte than a pumpkin, wanted me to 
draw a copy for her. It was ijiot from idle- 
nefs or ill-nature that I refufed her as civilly 
as I could ; Jhe would fet np value on it i 
for, very likely, unlcfs I was at the ex- 
pence of framing it, before the week came 
found, it would either be made a thread- 
paper of, or have a pin driven through it, 
H6 to 
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to make a whirKgig for the chrldrem^ 
And I could not bear even a copy of a per-^ 
formancc profeflcdl/defigned for you Ihould 
be thus degraded. If^ your coUeftion of 
drawings is fmall, it fliall be conmpofcd of 
fcarce ones; and thi«, I give yon nriy 
word, fhall be an unique. Not thefirft 
cabinet in the kingdom fhall ever poffcfsi 
one from the fame artift. 

Oh ! what would the fcholars fay, if 
they knew what ftudies engaged Alfred 
lafl Thurfday fennight ? How would they 
fhake their fquare caps and tafTels at hinr, 
out of reproof and ridicule ! But what 
does Elwina fay ? — Simply this : *^ May 
«' the pleafures of your elegant imagina- 
^' tion* be realized." What a confidence 
have I in the reftitudeof your heart, to 
cxprefs fuch a fentiment ! t 

And 
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And think you the whole day was paf- 
fed, without our frequently wiftiing the 
alnnoft- adored fon, and much efteemed 
friend, w%S of our little party ? CXi, furely, 
it was not. Alfred furnifhed the moft 
pleafing part of our converfation. — How 
rich my repaft! 1 was feafted with 
your praife !— What an amiable pifture, 
and drawn by the hand of a mother ! My 
heart exulted that I could call fuch a man 
my friend. It was a day never to be for- 
gotten, while memory can lad. Your 
mother looked almoft more than mortal, 
while (he dwelt on a theme fo delightful to 
her. How did her auditQr look, I wonder ? 

Adieu, 

E L W I N A, 



LET- 
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LETTER X. 



To THE Same* 



TT CALLED on your good mother yef- 
^ tcrday, but on hearing (he was out, I 
meant not to flop: Betty, however, in* 
formed me fhe was but juft ftepped out to 
fee a fick neighbour to whom fhe had pro- 
mifed fome relief. I then determined to 

wait for her return, Mrs. M having 

requcfted I would prevail on her to dine 
at the Grove to-days and, abftradled from 

3 ^V 
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tny hope of feeing her^ I wi&ed to have 
her anfwer. 

I took a book from your coIIe£bion^ 
which proved, among fome other poets, 
to be Hammond's Elegies. I had nearly 
gone through them before Mrs. Harley 
returned. I have read them often,, and 
heard them much praifed. Perhaps I 
ought not to hazard an opinion concerning 
a work that has been approved by great 
critics. As to their compofition, I will 
not pretend to find fault with it i but I like 
not the fubjefts of the fir ft five elegies ; 
the fixih I fhould approve, but for the fc- 
cond ftanza: 

<« She telb me, Delia, I ihall thee obtain]^ 
** But can I liftcn to her fyren fong^ 

«*Who 
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, « Who feven flow months have dragg'd thy;; 
** painful chain ; 
^' So long thy lover, and delpis'd fo long ?'* 

I hope, Alfred, you would never prove 
fuch a conftant, perfevering, nay obftinatc 
lover, to fo infenfible, fo undeferving a 
miftrefs. The lad ftanza but one in the 
fcventh is too licentious to pleafe mc 

It muft be owned Hammond was Very, 
unfortunate in his choice of miftreflcs; 
how he could love fuch a monfter as Ne- 
asra I cannot conceive. It is contrary to 
my fyftem ; love could never cxift in my 
bofom independent of efteeiru It is im* 
pofTible the fame objed can infpire love 
and hatred at once. But it is recorded of 
him, that he died a martyr to his ill-placed 
padioh. Perhaps it was happier for him 

thaa 



FOR FATHERS. 161 

than if he had lived to be made a wretch^ 
by fuch fordid, and, at bed, infenfible 
minds. 

' I admire this ftanza in the ninth elegy. 

^^ With mean difguife let others nature hide, 
^^ And mimic virtue with the paint of art ; 

^* I fcorn the cheat of reafon's foolifh pride, 
" And boaft the graceful weaknefs of my heart." 

But enough of crlticifm ; I feel I am not 
equal to it. Ifliould not have ventured 
my fcntiments on this work, but that I 
know you will kindly fet me right ; and I 
JBiall glory in being inftrufted by fo good 
a judge, and fo kind a friend. 

<. Much lefs do I feel myfelf capable of 
entering upon politics. . Bu^tbe learned in 
f ... thefe 
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|h«^ I99a£tef^ %, things ^e gcQwingi¥^Qr& 
8fi#* W^fe. J h^xe ;si iiftpr jihIk) Urcs in 
America^ having fome years ago married 
^ith very fair profpefts, in the province of 
PJiijiadelphia ; but who Jus iince expe- 
rienced all the rigours of civil war. Her 
hufbandi who held a pod under govern- 
ment^ has been difpofieSed for ibme time* 
I received a letter from her the other day^ 
replete with dreadful images of diftrefs. 
One time or other you fhall have her liif- 
tory; it is meUncholy and pathetic. 

My return is fiwd for the latter end of 
next ^eek. Mrs. M-— has promifed to 
bring your mother to fee us, before the 
days ihorten too much, " I fay nothing,*' 
•but if there fiiould be a coriier in the coach, 
it would be no unpleafant circumftance* 

Alfred 
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Alfred will be pleafcd to rccolleft this 
is the fecond letter I have written fince I 
received a line from hitiK I. do not mean 
to be fb indulgent for the f^tui^e. But I 
could not fend my drawing without fome 
kindof introdu£Konj to fccurc its welcome 
and proteftion* Of your dear mother I 
fhall not (ay a word^ as I know &c is at this 
moment writing to you. Mrs. M ■* 
(ends her complimentSj and all the children 
•vi& for your return, pvtiojliw-ly fince you 
Jbavepromified thcma ride on your pretty 
horfe.^ I have quite filled ,my p^perj and 
fo I fliould hay^^done had the !0ieet been 
as large again. But there is a fummons 
for tea, and I muft fend this oflF for your 
mother to inclofe. 

Adieu, 

ELWINA^ 



;x64 THE' SCHOOL 



LETTER XL 



Alfred to Elwxna* 



XrOU are fo wholly unlike the cha» 
rafter of Hammond's miftreffes, that 
I may fafely venture to declare to you, 
your opinion on every thing has the 
greatcft weight with me. I could truft 
•jnayfelf in your hands, as if I were a mere 
machine ; and I am convinced, that under 
your tuition and guidance I could not err. 

Had 
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' Had Elwina been my preceptor, I ihould 
have learnt my lefTons with fo much de-' 
light, that nothing but the apprchenfion 
of lofing your inftruftions too foon, could; 
have equalled my improvement. I ex- 
tremely admire your criticifm, and think 
itjuft in a very great degree. No; I Ihould 
not have been fo perfevering a lover. 

** Sweet is the love that meets return." 

And as to Neaera, I Ihould have def- 
pifed myfelf had I fufFered my fenfes to run 
away thus with my reafon, though (he had 
poffeffed the form and grace of a Venus, 
or even one I could name fuperior to fifty^ 
Venufes. I glory in boafting a fympathctic 
fentiment with Elwina. An avaricious 
woman, is a baneful monftcr. 

You 
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You delicately hintyourdtfliktofapar* 
ticular flanzd in the fixth elegy. I ant cer« 
tairti though you may adftiirc the poctiy, 
you will coiideinn a^nioft die wh<^ of the 
fifth, as being very free and inrtmoral ; for 
ther^ he intimates that his miltrefs is a 
married woman, and that their intervicvt 
was far from innocent. This elegy cer- 
tainly contradifts the affcrtidn in the pre- 
face, of bis youth being undiffipated. ftow-" 
ever, he only Ju^Jes the interview, but he 
pays no compliment to the virtue of his 
miftrefs. 

His editor fays, he copied TibuUus 
rather than Ovid. He has indeed cloiely 
copied the former, as you may judge from 
a tranflation of the Latin poet> which you 
will find in the fame book-cafe, whenever 
you honour my mother with another call, 
;^-r I pur- 
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I purchlftd' tlKSn for her. I fhbuid have 
liked'Hatthmortd better, h^d he been an 
oHgihal poet i his thoughts are all ftolen 
frotti his favourite author. And yet it is 
but a poor proof of over-regard, to make 
fo free with thofe we profefs an affedion 
for. 

Ovid certainly paints to the paflioris, and 
fe fometimes too voluptuous j biit we mult 
•confider tht age he lived in, even more li- 
centious than ours, and where delicacy and 
fentiment were not known ; yet fome of 
his writings are beautifully chafte. His 
Triftia is eminently fo, which you may 
Tead in your own language, tranfl^ted by 
one of your own fex# 

Thefe lines are beautiful. 

«Thc 



i68 THE SCHOOL I 

^* The feafon now invites mc to retire 
" To the dear lares of myhoufehold fire, 
" To homely fcenes of calm domeftic peiace, 
** A poet's leifure, and an old man's eafe \ 
" To wear the remnant of uncertain life, 
** In the fond bofom of a faithful wife ; 
** In fafe repofe my laft few hours to fpchd, 
" Nor fearful, nor impatient of their end.'* ' 

Such fcntiments would do honour tb a 
Chriftian philofopher, leaving the hurry and 
buftle of life. You will like the whole of 
it. 

I doubt not you have a good colleftion 
of books, your mind feems fo highly cul- 
tivated J yet perhaps in my ftudy you may 
find fome with which you are not acquaint-' 
ed. It is well chofen ; I may fay as much, 
becaufe the greater part belonged to my 
worthy friend Mr, Nelfon, who left me the 

whole 
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whole of his library 5 and when I have ad- 
ded all I have here to it, I fhall have food 
enough for the greateft bookworm in the 
world to fubfift on. 

And will not Elwina think I am a mere 
bookworm indeed, or, as the cantabs fay, 
^^ a quiz of a fellow ?" I have not yet writ- 
ten one line of thanks for your fweet in- 
^ftimable prefent. I could have tr-aced the 
matter in the performance^ How neat! 
how elegant! Will you not often exercifc 
your pencil thus in delineating fome fa- 
vourite fpot ? How fliall I treafure them 
up ! Others may coldly admire, but / 
Ihall feel them in a higher degree than I 
can exprefst I will fct a little rooiii apart, 
the window of which fhall be graced jvi^l* 
the myrtle; and no other ornament fliall 
be admitted, than fuch as are created by 
Vol. I. I FJU 
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Elwina. I; (hall be, my mufe.um^ nr^yy2?»r- 
tum/av£lorum, where no one fliall- be al-^ 
lowed to entex, but thofe whoknow how to, 
value the favour. I would hang.uj) the. 
drawing in my room here, but then vulgar 
eyes would behold it. No ; L will Igck 
it up in a drawer, and vifit it with all .-the, 
devotioh that the holy relics of a faint 
would infpire in the breaft of an hermit. 

How fweetly you have anfwered the re- 
qiieft I made fome time ago, by a kind 
invitation to efcort Mrs. M— — and my 
mother to the bleft fpot which gave Elwina. 
birth ! How (hall I be delighted in be- 
holding each walk and plant that has been 
nurtui'ed by your fair hand, or dignified by 
your pattiality'! You (hall (hew me your 
favourite feat i we will fit upon' it, and 
you (hall point out all its beauties. Your 

father 



father and mother too— I long to fee the 

progenitors of Elwina; to ttace in theif 

features fome refennblance to the moffi 

lovely,^ the-jnolt^anyable ainqiag wonrien. 

Shall I iove your brothers ? Surely they 

mull Be worthy beings, or they cannot be 

related to you* YourfiftttTj is flic like you ? 

But anfwer mer Qpt. i- ftiAU/fepi* ftave the 

happinefs of breathing the fame air with 

Elwina j of viewing her fweet, and I hope 

^not^^wr/^^face J of hearing too the moft 

♦ ■ ^ • •■ ■ * 

thartnihg accents, and' dwelling with dcif 

^ ■. ./^ 

ftght on^eaehwdrd'tliat falls ffom^hcr lips, 

*Ycs, **^'ho heavy Hfrurs"' are alm6ft paff,**^ 

. that ^ divider tnc from elegance, fcnfe*, beau- 

ty^ and'^^q^iifite-'^wonh.- ' No onii can* fee' 

all th'^^fe- perfe^ioAy -etearer r* no* one - ciin' 

feel the-g[>in «ehigher degrcv-v'tlfan- . •'^'■'• 

' ; .AiFREa 

;.. 4 la. ' LET- 
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LETTER XII,' 



I 



''Alfred xtf Elwina* 



Banbuiy* 
MADE a little excurfion tyfb daya 



fince, with a fellow collegian,^ to fee 
his filler, who is fettfed in this place. She^ 
is lately returned from America, where 
ihe had palTed fome years* Happily both 
herfelf and family have cfcaped the ravages 
and dangers of war, and have retired to 
this peaceful afylum. But I find the 
chief of their fortune is loft, as all their 

landed 
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^nded property was feized on by the Con- 
grefs. 

4 

I afked her if jfhc knew yopr fifter, aa 
ihe had mentioned Philadelphia; I foupd 
ihe was well acquainted with her in thax 
province ; but that fhe had left it for fomc 
years. You will recolle6b> Elwina^ your 
pfomife of giving mc the hiftory of your 
fitter i and pray let it be by letter, for, 
when we meet, I will not let you have all 
the talk to yourfelf, dearl/ as I love to 
hear the found of your voice. 

This lady (Mrs. Dcnpifon) followed the 
fortunes of her hufband, wjjp was forced to 
go to a fettlement he had at Pwobfcot. 
He had not been long there ere the cruel 

; *■- 

neceflity of -fctting fire to the town con* 

fumed all their property. It really makes 

1 I i ^ ' me 



<T74 ^^^^ ^d-H^O^t. ^ 
-mcJRvadd^ tb hear icrita^tte ^hAt{\Mtr^ 
ings. She and her children were rfri^te 
out by the flames, and were ha^y to have 
.The ihelter^ of a deep' jnctfafe, as wtll ta 
iccmceal thaufclves from tb^ txaiperateS 
a-cbell, as to fecure tbcm from ith^1«rfly pPD^ 
'grefs of the conflagration. In ihis fituatioD 
five remained federal hours, wicertain <if # 
•the' fate of iier huibaad, vnrd hatdiily ISHP 
^thc fall of night, to atttrmpit fceking ^ 
more comlbrtable fi tuatiam. Wiiat « drigia 
cifhorhoriatlallprcfenisdidelf! the^MW 
of fire from tbre different fettkments hiemt 
all the light to direft them on their way, 

< How is it p<)|fible a teiKle^-, delkdtte iiird«» 
joaao, wi|h threechildren clingic^roisnd Jier, 
and crying with hvngcr, cold, atjd ttfrrof^ * 
could be infpired with fufficicnt fortitude 
aiid ftrength to combax thofc evils, and 

at 
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tit laft fiirmouht them ? She wandered . 
tvithout food, and aloioft without cloth- 
"irig, upwards of thirty miles, through 
woodis nearly impafllible, lying by in the 
day, and fubfifting her wretched infants 
with berries, and water from the brooks j 
when, juft dying, they fortunately reached 
an Indian hut; the inhabitants of which 
were friendly t6 the loyalifts — Here £hc re- 
ceived tiie fupplies fo hcccflary to fuftairj 
file, land with them (he continued near ^ 
fortnight* 

^ " One of the Tons of the family kindly 
♦ bndei-took to J^vel to the army, and en- 
cJeavour to gain fome information of the 
hufband of the ahiioft defpairihg Mrs, 
Dennifon. rfe found the Captain wound- 
ed, and neaf expiring, and two Indians 
juft in the ail of preparing to fcalp him. 
I 4 The 
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The brave fellow flew on the mifcreants 
with his hatchetj and dealt his blows fo 
fucceftfully, that one dropped down life* 
Icfs, and the other was too much difabled 
to proceed in his horrid dcfign. 

The Indians are well verfed in the virtue 
of herbs, which are their only fpecifics in 
all cafes. The woods every where abound 
with thefe falutary helps. He procured 
fome, and their application foon reflorcd 
the unfortunate Dennifon, 

As foon as he could bear motion, the ge- 
nerous Indian carri^ him on his back, 
and in three days»prefentednim to his be- 
loved wife and family s the news of whofe 
fafety had, no doubt, contributed much 
to the recovery of the gallant officer. It 
•was a long time before he was able to tra- 
vel. 



%) 
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. vcl.— His wounds continued in a danger^ 
ous flate> and the army at a giUatdiflaj^ce. 
All thefe circumftances induced him to 
yield to the repeited folicitations of hi& 

*'wife ; and the honcft Indian once more un- 
dertQok'*a^ou|mey ta the army, with#letter 
from Dennifon to the commanding officer^f 
to obtaig leave of abfence>. as his fit;uatioA , 
.pjcecluded all ho|)es^f being able to- re- 

^. join the regiment. The General was fur- 
prifed to hear he^^was living, as the party 
had reported his death, and his commiflioii^ 
was already difpofed of* Permiffion was 
immediately granted him, and as foon as. 
they could put themfelves in condition, • 
this forlorn family fet off on their travels 
to the moft convenient fea port, to be 
rAdy to a¥ail themfelves of the firft veflTel . 
for Englandr ^ 

I5 Many 
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• M^ny and various were the dirtcnltlei 
they had tft encounter, bcforp thify /ourid 
the much 4€fired opportunity of procuring 
a paffag^* At length tlfey fudcecded • het 
father g^c them Che fiijpereft w'elccktt^, 
and htppily had k in bis pov«!er,^*l)y > lat^ 
and unexpefted additloA to his incofnc'i to 
increafc her eftablifhment, which, toge- 
ther with the remains^of her huftand's fw- 
lune, and his half pay, has enabled them 
to take a pleafant little howfe, in the cot- 
tage ftyle, with about forty acres of land ; 
and he fmilingly fays, hefhall tarn bis /word 
into a flaugbjhare, and his Jf ear into a prun^ 
ing kook. Mrs. Dennifon is happier in 
being the wife of a little country farmer, 
than of a general ; and the poor children 
(who talk yet with terror of the dangers 
they have feen) ramble about with dcligJit 
over fields unftained with blood. 

It 
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It conveys th* moft heart- felt fatisfaftion 
id fee this once perfecuted family repdfed 
in the arms of pfeace. Happy iflanders! 
did ye but confider, and properly weigh 
four advantageous fltuation, ye would left 
fep'ine at the ttifling difEcultiesf ye encoun- 
ter. Ye contribute tribncf to the war ) but 
it is carried far away from you.-^Ye can 
never become the feat of defolation, or be 
witnefs to the dreadful fcenes that rive the 
heart in the bare relation. 

Mrs. Dennifon is a pleafiiig little wo- 
man, and of a form and conftitution, one 
fhould think, ill adapted to fupport the 
hardships (he laboured through; but now 
it is all over ; and, like the fhipwrecked 
mariner, flie dwells on the ftorm that fo 
nearly Qverwhelined Ilcr. She fays grate-' 
fully, and gracefully too, that It vras'owing 
16 to 
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to having the beft df hulbands^ that (he 
was enabled to ftruggle with her difficult 
ties, and conquer them at laft, without 
falliflg a viftim to her ill foftune. The 
hope x>f again being united to a man who 
defcrved her tendercft love, .fupported her - 
amidft her trials, ^' and Heaven be praif- 
«' cd,*' fhe cries, " I am rewarded." 

Oh ! Elwina, how delightful is it to fee 
two pcrfoBS, fo formed for each other, fo 
happily united ! — The dear little children 
too J each hanging, with infantine pleafurc 
and fondnefs, on the enraptured father and 
mother; and, by their fweet carefles, 
congratulating and rewarding their efcape 
from the toils and troubles of war. The 
fcene grew too interefting. My bofom 
fwelled even to pain, and I fought a retired 
fpot, to give vent to feelings I could not 

rcfift. 



k 
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refift. Happy family ! Happy Dennifon ! to 
be fupremely bleft with tht woman of thy 
fondeft choice. Long may ye live, giving 
and receiving the trueft tranfports ! enjoy- 
ing the mod exquifite of human felicity ! 

m What is the world'll them. 



Its pomp, its pleafures, and its nonfenfe all ; 
Who, in each other, clafp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavifh hearts can wifli. 
Something than beauty dearer, (hould they look, 
Or on the mind, or mind-iDumin'd face, 
Truth, good nefs, honour, harmony, and lovc^ 
The richeft bounty^f indulgent Heaven. 
Meanwhile a fmiling offspring rifes round. 
And mingles both their grages, j^- 

T 

Yes, Elwina, it is fuch fights as thefe 
that fill my bofom with fenfations too ex- 
quifite to be expreffed. Iftole into the , 
garden, where a thoufand foft impaffioned '' 

thoughtt 
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fhoiights ruAed ori my iriih'd. For fome 
ihoments I was lifted up above tHis world 
dUd all Its mnfenfe. Dclufive ideas ! Oh— 
whitKer dfd my imagination carry me' I-— 
Ahd drfi^s felwina fay may they te -realized ? 
Oh, my fweet friend, you know not at 
timei HoW S^itd arfd romantic t"Hat imagi- 
nation is. Bitfwhefefore are we endued with 
reafoh, if we ufe it hot to regulate our paf- 
fions ? And what can a man wifli for who 
is poifeffed of the friendfliip and efteem of 
Elwina ? Moderate thy wilhes then, too 
prefumptuous Alfred, and learn to be fa- 
tisfied with a portion of happinefs which 
fcarcely any merit can deferve, ortheptir- 
eft afFcftion and veneration repay. Thy 
friendlhip, ever amiable Elwina, is the 
deareft advantage, the choiceffi bleffing in 

die life of 

ALFRED. 

t LET 
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LETTER XIIL 



ELWmA TO AlFR£D. 



IA M not in the fweeteft of .all poflible 
tertipefs this morning, and yet I >will 
writ^ to. my frientf Alfred, to inform hirri 
his letter from Banbury was brought me 
hither laft nig^it, after ,it had lain at MrS, 
M — 's two days. Addfefs your next to mi 
at home, whel'e I have l^fen this week. 

Iknow h6t whether the pcfufal of you* 
account of die Dehnifon family threw md 
into an unpleafant train of thought, or to 

what 
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what caufe it was owing^ but I never 
clofcd my eyes thej whoM night. *^ I 
think I can fend you a counterpart of their 
ftory in that of my fiften How could 
you inquire after her ? I knew not that 
you was acquainted ^ath her name — I do 
not remember having ever mentioned it* 

* It was foolifh to begin writing when I 
was fo little in a humour for it;, nor is it 
worth while to fend you this trifling fcrt^. 
But, perhaps, you would like to know I 
had left L I know not what ails 

me — I am not well — I am hot and cold by 
turns — I believe it is what the fine^ladies 
call the vapours^ In truth, I am out of ^» 
fpirits. I Ihall not attempt to anfwcr any 
part of your letter — There are fomc paf- 
fages quite incomprehenfible to 

EL WIN A. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 



AlFRBD to ELWtKAt 



Tyj O T a word that ever fell from the 
^ ^ lips of Elwina has efcapcd the ob- 
fervation of Alfred. I do no|i from hence, 
feek to eftablifh a charafter fontfiaving a 
very retentive memory *, mind^is far other- 
wife ; but each found you utter finks deep# 
on the tablet of nw mind. I had not 
known you long before you mentioned the 
name of Mrs, Pleydel, calling her your 
Unfortunate fiftcr 3 that tide infured her 

fome 
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Ibme attention from me. There are fome 
other cxpreflions you have let fall^i per- 
haps> as unheeded by you, which yet have 
funk on my heiVt, making indelible iiii- 
preflions — but of them no more at pre* 
fent. 

You mrtke mc wretched, Efwina, whea 
you tell me you are indifpoTed. I cannot 
bear thofc inftances of mortality, in one 
VhcJfn 1 regifd as of a fOpctior order St 
-bfeingSs ; ytsu riiuft not be ill. For Heaven's 
fake, take afr ttid exeitife.^Oh, if yoib. 
had a brother to Whom you was dear, in 
the hundredth degree that you are to me> 
•how woulil he cherifh you>; ho^ would he 
. vary your amufements, till he faw health 
and cheeitfulnefs regain their feat in your 
beloved face ! 

Toti: 
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:7^U:tloJedmt\ywr eyes 'thewMc n^bu 
Elwina, you cannot be well. What occa^ 
fionedthe fweetcft temper in the world being 
difcompofed? Why elo rprefurnetdSfk that 
queftion ? If i am too importunate, chidt 
me 5 but tell mo, at the fame time, you 
mre. perfeftly recovered. Ob, that I was 
with you,' to watoli ypiir charming iDCftin^ 
.tenance, and to ^d^iQiftir^ if poffible^ 
£<ypi\t, relief 10 ySu. Eiwint, I Vroifld ^ 
•to reftofe you td hedlth atid h^pinefs— • 
Happincft ! tfow HMtit (o tomi^dting an 
ideaaorc^sfnydiftra^dmind,? Haj^inbTs 
muft be ytSurs, whatever is my portiimi^ 
fuch worth, fuch fweetnefs, mult be the 
darling ofr Heaven^ ^e Difpenfcr of all 
felicity ! 

I too ^tfti in no vtry pwpcr mood for 
wiring ; I ought to throw afide my pen, 

as 
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9s it feems to have got beyond my guid« 
ance. 

I will go and take a little air; I fhall be 
back time enough to finifli this by the 
hour of the poft going out. There h no 
danger of my omitting being ready. I 
believe^ in my confcience^ if I had my 
will, when abfent from you, I fliould cf- 
tablifh a flying poft, that I might hear from 
you every hour, and write as often ; but 
you will fay, you thought I was going to 
take a walk — I will do fo, and then /il/red 
Jhall he himfelf again. *" 



I ftaid only two days with the Dennifons 
after I had written to you ; but it is with 
plcafure that I look forward to fulfilling an 

engage- 
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engagement I made, to pafs a week with 
them next year, to fee their improvements 
in the farming bufmefe. It may be very 
\ifcful to me too, as I fliall certainly keep 
all the glebe in my own hands, which will^ 
ferve as an amufement, and, at the fame 
time, be a very profitable employment. 
I really have fomc good notiops of agri- 
culture, which I picked, up while I re- 
fided at the country houfe of Mr. Nelfon. 
A^to Dennifon, hg pfofefles himfelf quite' 
a novice, owning all the knowledge he 
has, are the fcraps he flill retains in his 
memory of ^Virgil's Bucolics ; but he 
^ yields all jhe management to his wife, who 
feems an excellent oeconomift ; and if they 
do not find themfelves richer at the year's 
end, they will be much healthier, and, 
confcquently, happier, than if they were 

to 



19Q THE SCHO:O^L 

xpSit down idly^ and bftViC evjery. thing t«i 

purchafe of tKeir neighbour;. 

' It will not be long, according to the 
common meafiire of time (thougfe, be-' 
lieve me, Eiwina, the hours drag heaviljr 
on) before I return to L-— ^ You may- 
be certain, I Ihall remind Mrs. M ^ 

that fhe Ihould take theearlieft day 'to pay 
a* vifit, the expeftation of which qjiickens' 
the vibrations of my heart, even to my" 
fingers ends. Eiwina, you muft be quite ■ 
well; have I not faid fo before? — Yes," 
you fhall be well, if tlie purcft prayer ' 
ever offered to the throne of the Almighty 
can hope to be efficacious. 

How tedious h:as this abfence appeared ! 
Nofchool-boyever cut a notch from his 

tally 
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^^]h. '^iefpre tJ^e bolidjaysj with half the. 
eagprn^fs.of hope and jqy a^.I fee each dk)& 
<iecline. Every night, I fay, «^ Thank God', 
^* another day is over I. — Now, but fo 
*' many remains for rtie to experience a kind 
*' of banifhment from all that is elegant 
•f and lovely/' 

^ Do. you. ev£r J dreani, Elwin'a ? Surelyt 
it is not furprifintgi ihoiild find you each 
night the fubjeft of. my fleeping medita-- 
tions, Bleft. flcep ! how do I court thy 
kind vifits ; and yet is it notabford, finte 
dreams are involuntary, and we know not 
of what we (hall dreagn,- and while lam 
awake I can think of you without inter- 
ruption ? — Yet it is my delight, my happi-' 
nefs to dream of you — to fee yoy-r-to talk^ 
to you — to be perrnitted to fay unr^proved, 
what, perhaps, you would npt hear me. 

utter 
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utter without a frown. When fuch melan- 
choly ideas intrude, I am ready to cry out 
with Belvidere, 

Oh! for a thick fubfhntial fle^ ! 

What vain delufions do we mortals in- 
dulge in ! I awake, and find,idas 1 'tis but 
a dream/ then figh becaufe it is fo. Hei^- 
ven forbid I fliould ever again be .£) long 
a time without feeing you. Will thofc 
delightful hours return no more, when I 
was allowed to fee the moft amiable of wo* 
men every day j to. walk with her, to hear 
her talk, to gaze upon her *' till even the 
^' fenfe ached ?" Oh, yes, they muft", they 
wilL The great Artificer of nature would 
never infpire fuch a veneration for excel- 
lence, that he defigned to (hut cut for* 
ever from my fight j it is contrary to his* 

bene- 
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beneficence/ and mercy to think it. . Yes, 
Elwina, we (hall meet, and if you forbid it 
not, we will often meet, 

I fhall fettle all my affairs here, !and 
when the arrangement is made (which 
will take up but little time, as I have few 
accounts to cancel), I (hall take leave of 
the Univerfity. In lefs than fix months 
I fhall be of age to take pofleffion of my* 
living, and God grant I -may find no diffi- 
culty about it ; for on that depends every 
fcheme of felicity I ever cxp^ft, or have a 
tafle for enjoying. 

During that fpace, I hope Elwina will 

have no objedipn to my fometimes vifit* 

ing her at her fatl^er's- » I fhall ;make. no-? 

thing of riding over and taking a. peep af 

Vol. I. K a man- 
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a manfioh you embcllifh by being its in- 
babitatiu 

How much does my dear mother mifs 
you ! She telis mc, ftc has never known fo 
much comfort (her partial fondnefs adds^ 
during her fon's abfencc), as when flic was 
honoured with your charming Ibciety, I 
k)vc her more, if poffible, for being fb 
fcnfiblc of your exquifite worth, and 
companionable qualities. The latter, 
there arc very few perfons poffeffed of, 
and yet they may be very amiable ; but 
they want the fecret of making us pleafed 
with ourfelves. They mifs their aim too, 
by attempting to be entertaining in a more 
than common degree, and in order to ac-- 
complifli this, will have all the chat to 
themfclve?, and ftrive tq amufe, by tel- 
ling 
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ling a thoufartd ftories, of ^hich they are 
the heroes j they wll be either fervilely 
complying, or rudely €Ofttradi(^ing. In 
fhort, we find ourfelvcs difpofcd to be 
tired of thefc agreea^U -fompamons, and re- 
tire to folitude, when their perfecuting ci- 
vility will allow it, with a double relifli^ 
from the toil we have undergone. I write 
on this fubje(ft with more energy juft now, 
as I have, for two hours, been tormented 
with a very good kind of a young man, 
who has little clfe to do than to run from 
one ftudent*s room to another, and will 
never believe that a man can choofe to be 
alone, unlefs he is devoured with the 
fpleen, which he good-naturedly ftrives to 
remove by a tirefome detail of nothings. I 
really was at laft conftrained to tdl him I 
had letters of importance to finifli. I dare 
K2 fay 
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fay you will cafily difcover at what period 
of my epiftle my ver^ agreeable compa* 
nion broke in upon me^ 

Adieu — I am moft truly yours, 
ALFRED. 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



Elwina to Alfred. 

/^ H, 1 know to a fraftlon the kind of 
^^ being your agreeable companion is. 
And, I think, without fpedtacles, 1 could, 
difcern the precife point of time his pica- 
fant fallies commenced. If I thought you 
would not accufe me of ingratitude, and a 
turn for fatirc (two very horrid qualities, ^ 
and, thank Heaven, two that I am perfeftly 
free from), I (hould juft hint that our \ 

friend Mrs. M 's name might be put 

on the lift of uncompanionables i and yet fhe 

has very many amiable qualities belonging 

to her charader. She is an excellent mother, 

K 3 a very 
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a very good wife, confidering her hufband 
is fo much from home, and a charitable 
and kind friend -, but there is a certain 
reftleflncfs about her, which we females 
czW fid^etting. I know not the etymology of 
the word, or whether it is derived from the 
Greek or Latin ; that I leave to the learn- 
ed of cither Univerfity. Mrs. M— i% 
the beft illuftratioa of it that I know at 
ppefeiit,. 

If walking is talked ^f, Jhe will be of 
$he party with all her heart. It is quite the 
thing Jhe likes. But do not you think it is 
too hot i or it is too coldy or it is windy, or 
though the Jtin jhines now, I think it will 
rainjoon, or twenty other things i if reading 
is propofed, oh, that is Jo very delightful I I 
love of all things (you know her manner) 
to hear my dear Elwina read. Well, when 

the 
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th^ fubje^ U chofen (and, to mend the 
matter, ihe declares (he has no choice), it 
16 fifty to one that fhe docs not attend to 
you five minutes : fhe will fomctimcs quit 
the room in a moft intercfting paflage, 
und beg I will go on, and not mind her, 
(he fiiall not be long gone, and knows I 
will h^ve the goodnefs to relate tho 
ftpry to her afterwards. Such p^rfons 
fhould never attenipt to r^ad any tjliing but 
ncwf'papcr$, or the beautks of different 
authors. How lucl^y for th^ni, tbftt there 
are fo many good natured makers of bogk^ 
for your five minute readers. The cr^^m 
of literature is now fo e^fily Ikimmcd, 
that Homer might almoft be crammed . 
into a nut-ftiell. I think this may be caK 
led an age of ^economy, for you have no-^ 
thing to do but to give up yoyr own judg- 
K4, mei\t 
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ment to a compiler, and you fhaU havi^ 
all that is worth reading in fo volunninous 
a writer as Johnfon, comprifed in two 
pocket volumes. 

Notwithftanding I fee her foibles, I have 
a great regard for Mrs. M' ; but I 
cannot allow her to pofTefs companionable 
qualities; and I really think her choice 
of an Indian Captain a very ftrong in- 
dance of her good fenfe. If you ohferve; 
Ihc talks herfelf out in a very fhort time; 
and then there is fuch a tedious round of 
•what our neighbours arc doings that I ami 
abfolutely often in danger of falling a vic- 
tim to ennui. I think there is no diforder 
equal to that fuperabundance of words de- 
void of converfation. I would not fay 
this to any human being but Alfred; but 
he knows as well as myfelf how to feparate 

the 
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the grain from the chafF, and wft^^^ '^^'' 
f^cCts the one, can feel a generous pitjv. 
the other. 

She is doubly intitled to my gratitude, 
for had I not been diftingulflied by her re- 
gard, I ihould never have known you. 

I hope you will difcover that I am mar- 
velloufly recovered in my difpofitionj I am 
perfedtly fwcet tempered at prefent, and, 
believe me too, I am quite well. I think 
your fympathetic feelings fliould have in- 
formed you as much j but, perhaps, fym* 
pathy is not fo aftive a power in friendfhip, 
as it is faid to be in lefs governable paf- 
fions. , 



You muft take fome leflbns of farmino- 
K 5 from 



'ah 

mcnt to a 
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f(s upwards of an 

/own hands, four 
tot think he is muO^ 
s ejtdi but he gains 
"i»v yflier a paffion for agri-^ 

cukure ixiy /d, perhaps, may be able 

to give you f&irie information ; and you 
know,, you have often told me you had 
much father receive inftruftion from a. 
wpmai^ than a man, as they mix delight 
with it. I believe I muft purchafe for you 
^be Peor Man's (Economy ; or the Art of 
Growing Riob and ReJpeSiabU. It will be 
an ufeful little book to lie in the parlour 
window at the redtory. Apropos ! I availed 
myfelf of your permifllon, and filled a 
box with fome books from your library, 
wliich I am reading with great avidity, and 
I hope improvement ; not without a fre- 
quent wilh that you were my companion 

all 
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all th^ while, that we might make our :r«* 
marks together as w^ prQcee4ed. 

I hftve not forgotten my promifc of Mrs» . 
Pkyder$ hiftory. — It fossil fpcm follow 
this i but my confcience tells me this is a 
fufficient leflgth already. I ftiould feconcl 
your motion of flying pofts, %fj4 J fhoul4 '■ 
prove my appr<^iitiQh by Writing Jby eaph, 
if you woiild promife to do %\i% foiw» ~ 
Ypor letters afford me the highcft ple*llirpi ^ 
and I would not relinquilh it for the ufjif 
verfe j but on the confideration of con- - 
verfing with you, - 

I like your idea of the boy *s notching off ' 
each day 5 it is an excellent one : do you' 
think I do not count the hours too ? It 
would be ftrange if I did not, for I have 
notjecn a being yet that could, for one 
K 6 moment. 
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moment, make me forget Alfred, or can 
any circumftance occur which could induce 
mc to ceafc/ regretting his abfence — We 
jhallmeety you fays and can you fuppofe 
JJhould ever forbid our often meeting ? Arc 
you yctfo unacquainted with Elwina ? She is 
incapable of deceit or difguife— Ihe makes 
not profeflions indeed — fhe flatters not; 
but her efteem is permanent, and her rea* 
fon juftifies the choice of her inclination. 
Alfred muft ever be the approved friend 
of 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 



Elwina to Alfred. 

I A M now ferioufly going to fet about 
writing a Petite Hijioire of " The Ca- 
" lamities of Civil War/' And I Ihall not 
take up the time of my amiable friend with 
unneccffarily prefacing how unequal I am 
to the taflc. It is fufficient Alfred rcquefts 
me J j^wina knows not how to refufe 
what he afks. 

Mr. Pleydel became acquainted with my 
cldcft fitter, during his refidcnce in Eng- 

land 
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land for the purpofe of negociating certain 
affairs relative to his employment in the 
civil line, which he fucceeded his father in. 
It is now cxaftly ten years fince, and Ma- 
tilda is juft that number of years older 
than me. 

His perfon and manners were pleafing, 
and his charafter fufficiently eftabljljied to 
juftify a young woman in felefting him 
from the reft of the world, for her part- 
ner in life. 

I have been always partial to fine teeth, 
and I ftill remember Mr. PleydeKs (ex- 
cept one fet I have feen) were of the moft 
beautiful order. His eyes were extremely 
handfome, but rather too dark and quick, 
and had that extreme kind of fire, that, 

like 
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like the fun, they were too piercing to 
be looked at fteadily. I have fometimes 
ventured to examine much finer cyes> 
whofe effulgence i3 like the moon in all its 
fplendour, which may be gazed at with 
delight, and never fails to infpire a name-* 
lefs fatisfadkion. Do you ever fee thofe 
eyes, Alfred ? You cannot fee them with 
mine however.-^So much for the perfon of 
• my brother-in-law. His undcrft^nding 
and probity will be fully proved in the 
fubfequent part of his hiftory. 

To his addreffcs my father could form 
no one objeftion j but that the compliance 
would divide his firft bprn from hini pro* 
bably for ever. Matilda's attachment, 
however, had great weight with him i and 
Mr. Pleydel was too much in love himfelf, 

t9 
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to make fortune an objeft in his matrinio- 
nial engagement. 

* You have heard that my father had been 
bred a wholefale grocer. He had acquired 
a very large fortune, befides having good 
poffeflions from his and my mother*s fa- 
mily. Before he quitted bufinefs, which 
was two years previous to this point of 
time I am fpeaking of, he had always de- 
clared he would give his daughters (then 
four in number) firfl: and lad ten thoufand 
pounds each. He had not then been feiz- 
cd with the ^defire, I was going to fay 
madnefs, of making his eldeft fon a mem- 
ber of parliament, and his two other fons 
gentlemen by profeflion. My father has 
a thoufand excellencies ^ indeed I think he 
has but this one foible, namely, defpifing 
trade. It is a great pity^ — as a commercial 
* country 
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country we are the firft in the world, and 
the char after of an Englifh merchant is 
refpedtablc over each feftion of the globe. 
It is certainly a weaknefs, but human na- 
ture is weak. As foon as this unhappy 
prejudice againft trade feized my poor fa- 
ther, he reftcd not till he had intirely dif- 
engaged himfelf from it, and now he found 
there were occafions enough for his mo* 
ney ; and that men of ever fo large eftates 
did not give their daughters'fuch fortunes'. 
<* Indeed/* as he faid, " a grocer might find 
^^ ibme difficulty in getting his girls mar- 
^tri^d; and^ therefore, ten thoufand pounds 
'^^ (being an objeft with many men, who 
*« would overlook the misfortune of being 
'* a tradefman's daughter for fuch a douceur) 
<' was then neceflary ; but the fifters of a 
«* member of parliament with three thou- 
f^ fand pounds, and a promife of fome- 

«' thino^ 
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" thing more, might 4o quite as wdij." 
Now thp experiment wa$ to be made^ 
and Mr. Pleydel being; very much at- 
tached, and efteeniing the confent of my 
father rather a forced one, made no obf 
jedion tQ thi3 abridgment of fortune* 
And fo we muft learn to b^ content wiib 
three thoufand pounds, md reduce our 
' views to our humble fortupe, that our 
brother the member, and J^Jl gcntlenaan 
of the family, which we are too often re- 
minded of in not the pleafanteft manner^ 
may have an eftablilhment equal to the 
fphere in life he is raifed to. It is enough 
for his family to be the fatellites of fo re^ 
Iplendent a planet. 

On the death of one of the' fweeteft 
girls in the world, whom I loved with the 
tendereft affedtion, and whofe lofs I fhall 

never 
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never ceafe lamenting, my father fctrie4 
all the furp^us of our intended dowers 
upon my brother, which was upwards of 
thirty thoufand pounds; though he ftill 
does us the honour of makiqg our houfe 
liis home : that is, he (leeps and eats in it 
whenever it fuits him. . I arti iqfenfibly 
giving you the hiftory of our whole family. 
I hope not to prejudice you againfl: any 
oae of them» My brother has, I tnu(^ 
acknowledge, a great ftiare pf pride i yci; 
I excufe it^ when I reflet, that being iet 
up fo much above his family, ha^ occ^^ 
fipned the increafe of it ; for, like thcf 
iheaves of wheat in Jofeph's dream, we al^ 
do homage and obeifance to him. He i$ 
quite the polite gentleman in his deport- 
ment i his perfon i^ handfomej his ad- 
drefs pleafing, and hi& manners fo engag- 
ing, that he is fppken of in all companies 

with 
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with re/peft, and his focicty courted hf 
thofe whofe birth and rank are greatly fir* 
perior to his. 

AU this gratifies the vanity of my deif 
father, who never fails when thefe in- 
ftances appear (which arc very frequent), 
to congratulate hinifelf as being the firft 
promoter of his family's advancement inta 
notice. My brother has been now feve-^ 
ral years in parliament, the delight and 
pride of his father, who wants nothing to 
complete his happitiefs but to fee hitn 
nobly allied, that at' lead his grand-chil-. 
dren may have feme patrician blood 
in their veins. But although many 
eflays have been made towards fuch ^ 
wifhed-for alliance, they have not yet 
been crowned with fuccefs. On the fail- 
ure of any fcheme of this kind, my poor 

difap- 
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difappointed father cannot help breaking 
forth with, *' aye, aye, I fee how it is, 
.^^ my poor Clodio. They will never for* 
'^ get that your unfortunate father once 
^^ fold fugar and plums in Wading- 
*^fkreet." 



After the accuftomed time paffed in 
fettling thofe kind of affairs, the wedding 
in our family took place, and in fix 
weeks, about Chriftmas 1769, the new 
married folks embarked for Philadelphia, 
which was to be the refidence of Mr.* 
^Pleydel. 

My fifter was delighted with her fitua- 
tion, and her hufband^s appointment giv- 
ing her fome rank in that city, contri- 
buted not a little to her fatisfadion. Her 

letters 
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letters were filled with ateounts of the civil* 
ittes of the inhabitants^and die even increaf* 
cd fondnefs of her dear Mr. Pleydel. 

The political troubles foon began to 
difcover themfelves, but as they were 
chiefly confined to the provinces of New 
England and Maflachuffets Bay, thofe fet- 
tled at Philadelphia were not much dif- 
turbed by them. Circumftances, however, 
in government made it neceflfary for Mr» 
Pleydel to remove himfelf and family 
into the midft of the malecontents> and 
juft, too, at a very critical period. It was 
his bufinefs to endeavour to conciliate 
matters, but he found them too much in- 
flamed with the fpirit of independence j 
and they laboured as inefFedtually to bring 
him over to their opinions : his fteadi- 
nefs to his principles nearly proved 
3 fatal 
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fttal ea him. The Congrcfs feizcd all his 
difcfb, and on hrs remonftrating, dragged 
him away to prifon ; ordering his wife and 
children to quit Bofton in twenty-four 
hdurs, and the province in three days. 

• A coUcftive body may be cruel and 
tyrannical in its orders, but it is indivi- 
duals only that arc rapacious and vindic- 
tive. The affembly banifhed the family 
of poor Pleydcl j but the officer, whofe 
bufinefs it was to fee their refolution exe- 
cuted, ftripped my fitter and her infants of 
every fhiHing, and hardly left them cloth- 
ing to fhelter them from the inclemency 
of the weather. He inhumanly too refuf- 
cd her any fatisfaftory intelligence of the 
fate of her huftand. Wc will fuppofc a 
fubaltern was not likely to be informed of 
the dccifipns of Congrefs, btat it was an 

unpardon- 
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unpardonable barbarity, to fharpen: the 
arrow of afHiftion, which a felf-creatcdx 
power had ftruck into the heart of a help- 
Icfs woman, by telling her, that although., 
the mode of execution was not yet deter- 
mined, yet it was certain he would be put 
to death. Nay, as (he pafled along the 
ftreets (as fhe pathetically faid in the- 
words of the Pfalmifl), " the very ab- 
*5 jefts came and looked upon her." Sh*^ 
was reviled and infulted by the rabble; 
and her eyes blafted with the effigy of her 
hufband dragged about the town, like Guy 
Vaux on the fifth of November. They 
were bawling about, ^^ the laft dying 
" Ipeech of that traitor to the good caufe 
*^ of mdependence, William Pleydel.** 
She declares, even the wretches whofe ha- 
bitual poverty made it of little confe- 
quence to them under what mafter they^ 

fliould 



'^'i 
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(boukl continue. flaves,'and::whom.ihehad 
frequently relieved with money, nieat and 
clothing, werc-^-among the foremoft to 
infult and ill-treat hen — Their expreflions 
of hatred to the king were pot the Icafl: 
grating to her ears. . 

The relation of her. perfecution, I d^rc 
fay, will bring into ypur mind that beauti- 
ful description in Jane Shore. 

Around her, numberlefs, the rabble flow'd^ 
ShouldVing each other, crowding for a view. 
Gaping and gazing, taunting and reviling ; 
Some pitying, but thofe, ^las ! hovi^ few ! 
The moft, fuch iron-hearts we are, and fuch 
Thebafebarbarity of humankind,' . » 
. With infolencMnd loud reproach purfaM her^. ^ 
Hooting andiiaiU9g> and wkh villainous .* 
hands ^ : 

-Vol.1. • % ■:■■*' Oath'ring 
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. Gatii'riiig the £kh from, out :die tcauti^ 

waySf 

^ To hurl it oAhcr headt— — * 

At length the roar, that purfiicd the 
haplefs wanderers, fimfc like the rtitir- 
murs of a falling wind, and foftcncd into 
filcnce. But the furroundiBg ftorm had 
fiippoFted her to bear k. Now Aat flie 
looked round and felt haw truly d^olate fhe 
was, with four weeping children clinging 
to her bofom, let any one for a moment 
make the cafe their own. Let them only 
feel for a woman, who but a few hours 
before thought herfelf in the clafs of t^ie 
happy. View her now ftrippcd of every 
neeefi^ry of life ; two of Jier idiildren ill 
of vblent agues, fo cfxntJMii to $hat cli- 
mate; the other two mere babies, and 
hcrfclf unable to proeurc them a morfel 9f 
4 bread! 
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broad I With what frantic looks of dc^ 
fpair did flie turn her tearful eyes on that 
city from whence fhe had juft bAn driven^ 
with fo much ignominy J on that city^ 
which had perhaps imbrued itfelf with tha 
blood of her beloved hufbandl She fays^ 
(he remembers tearing off her cap, and. 
throwing herfelf on the ground,, beftech/* 
ing if to open and entomb her with her 
deftitute infants ! Her agony almoft be- 
reaved her of her fenfes. She even thinks- 
(he had for fome minutes been quite in- 
fenfible. She was at laft roufed by the 
cries of her cliildren. -They thought her 
dead. The eldeft boy, who was jud fix; 
years old, exclaimed faintly, for he was de- 
bilitated with illnefs, as well as witha. fenfe 
of their fuffering?,— .^^ Yes,, ray dcaffell 
^^ mamma> I (hall fooa fbllaw you ! My 
*^ poor Caroline will die tool Aad' then 
La «^ what 



iio T rt E S C H O O L 

^ what will become of thcfc little ones ? 
^ Oh, my deareft papa, could you fee us 
** now ! But you arc dead. The wicked 
*^iften have killed us all ! One grave 
'* will ferve us !" The other children fet 
up a piercing cry, and my lifter, awakened 
to the fenfe of knowing how important it 
was for her to ftruggle with her evils, 
fince the lives of her infants depended on 
her exertion, raifed herfelf up, and clafp- 
ing them to her wretched bofom, begged 
[ mercy and proteftion of that Power who 
fuffers its creatures to be afBifted, but 
who can give them ftrength to fupport 
thcmfclves under their diftrcfs; 

She confulted with her fori George, who 
had an underftanding aftonifliingly ma- 
ture. He reminded her of an Aunt of 
his father's, who lived at Albany, and 
-' who 
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who was his godmother. " Alas !" cried 
his weeping mother, ** and vhow fliall wo 
"get thither?" i 

*« In a few days/' faid this dear piro- 
phctic child, ** you will not hivt.M 
^^ much care as at prefent. I (ball be 
^'provided for; fo perhaps will Caro^' 
t* line ; and my litdc brother will be^able 
*^ to walk by your fide, while you carry 

V Matilda in your arms.'* " And bow: 
^* will you be provided for, my fwcet ah- 
^' gel ?'* aflced hi3 mother. 

* 
" I Jhall be an angel by that time, 

«* mamma," replied the dear little fellow* 

V To-morrow is the day when my ague 
*^ will return, and I know I Ihall be taken 
" from you/' The looks of the child fo 
truly prognofticated the truth of his af- 
.. ^ L 3 fertion. 
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fcrtion, that my pow fifter fcemed already 
bereft of him. She threw her arms round 
her darling, and in the bittcrnefs of woe 
declared all evils were trifling compared 
with the idea of having , him torn from 
her. Surely Heaven infpired this wonder-* 
fid child! He comforted her in iuch 
"words as left the moil indehbte mipref^ri 
i»ktfirmd. He. petitioned Ht^vcn t<f 
rdieye her diftneflcs, or -enable her to fiip- 
pcttt theoi. <* Ah, my deareftinamma,*' he 
cried, ^<4o not rcfniic that I am taken 
*' from you, I who muft now be fo very 
" burthenfome. If I had ftrength I 
*« might, affift you j but, aks ! I am fo 
** weak, that to lift up my hand is a fa- 
^f tigue to nnc. Though I am parched 
" and dying for a drop of water, I could 
<* not aawl to that brook."' 

The 



:: Ti^a vfjiH rt^. %cpur.JifcrcliiW,' jgavc> 
I^atilda ?A^yity i ^q .Jfiew . tt> .? he flfcatn, i 
b.ut fuuk 4own ia-dplpair whei) (be foijnd> 
fbe ^^4-PO^yfflel, t<^ cjoinvty it «ft thcilipit. 
ofjhpr dyipg. yi^iiot*. '.She iXQTv.raa backfj 
tp^uH;, tie 43[|9r^ept: (he [itc&Vt^ed hctrfclf,; 
ai)d brought ^bjs denripliUd to the margin 
c£ the brook iading^iup si, little ib .che^ 
hallow of : her Jiaivl. \i^ tbunkiwir ben 
mth Us cytSg nhM) ^^ becasie dtm and: 
g^aii^^ ShebA^ii^ar&il prefefitlmeat tiat' 
Hi death itas ip^raad^ng; eagerly ftc 
f<HigHfiHW p}a^ where ibecbiid om^ 
vey him, to ladder the laft moments of 
his life as little painful as their fituation 
would admit of« She reached fome trees 
thai: . promifed tj^tm a little ihelterj and 
here Ihe and her helplefs children pre- 
pared^ to pafs the night. She drew them 
a)l as clofe ss poffible^ preffing her dear.. 
;',.:, .. L 4 George 
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Gcoi^e to her bofbm to cointiitihicfticf' a 
little warmth to him duriftgihe jparbiyfiil- 
of the cold fit, which was very ftverci 
but he draggled through that/ ^ ami en- 
dured three hours 6f violent fever. My 
poor fitter held him in all the agony of 
grief in her amis> till Ihe felt him feized 
with the convulfion of death. Nature 
fickeoed ' and revolted. She laid * hinri- 
gemly on the grafft^ wheii Ihe beheld the 
cmelleft of all fights for a fond mother; 
a beloved child gafping for life^ unable 
to fuftain him^ to relieve^ or even afford - 
the fmalleft affiftance ! There was no 
friendly hand to fupport her, or even to 
bury her dead fon. She knelt mournfully 
by him, regardlefs of every thing, and 
feemingly infcnfible of her fituation, arid • 
that of the wretched furvivors. They 
now began to be clamorous for food, 

which 
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which fhe calmly told them, (he had. not 
for them. " Your brother is dead,'* flier 
cried; ** we all fhall be fo foon/ Peace, 
** my dear jchildren, it is the will of Hea- 
** ven, and we muft fubmit." Poor fouls ! 
they underftood not this kind of philofd-* 
phy, but began to cry moft bitterly with 
all the vociferation of children abfoli^ly 
ftarving, not confidering that thdr cries 
did no manner of good. - 



Continued. 

HAPPILY, however, for them, an 
Indian chief by mere accident ' paffed 
near enough to their woful habitatioflj to 
difcern fcveral perfons lying on the g|*Qund 
as if dying or dead. He wasoiSJD on^a 
fhooting party, and had wandered ijiany 
miles from his. native woods, and ! left liis 
L 5 com- 
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ciwnpiiiinnr at a greaf diftaurr^ Moilf 
pfOindeodaUf he bad a bottle of nm with 
him, and a finall quaodtf of proviGon. 
There needed hoc woids to inform the 
gemle^imnded Indian of the outline of 
the ftory : as few wete neceflary on his 
fide. He preteoted his bottle and food, 
which they each partook o(^ and then 
delivering die wampum into her hand^ he 
iQok up the talk. *^ I a{k not," faid he, 
•* what country you are of/ Whether 
<« you belong to our brother on the other 
" fide the lake j or whether you are an 
" enemy to us and to him. I fee you are 
^« in diftrcfs ; that is country enough for 
^^ an Indian to pour the balm of conib- 
^« lation into the wounds of adverfity. 
" The great Spirit fuffcrs his creatures to 
«< be afflifted, to teach them wifdom, and 
<< to infpire men with companion one to- 
fe «' wards 
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f^ wjirds another. Yx)ur child is dead ; 
^^ but it was the hand that formed him 
*/ who has dtprivcd you of the infant of 
■J. yP^f l^pes. It was not the hand, of 
** your eMray. / have had children i bgt 
*' they are no more. Their deaths are re- 
" vengcd, and I am fatisfied.^' He raifed 
the poor mourners, who were alpnoft ready 
to worfhip him for his timely afliftajice ; 
and after depofiting the corpfe of the be- 
loved George in its original earth, he led my 
wretched filler, by a nearer way than (he could 
have difcovered, to a fmall Indian village, 
where Ihe continued feveral days s being 
charitably fuftained by the humanity of 
thefe fo improperly ftyled favages. 

Here Ihc procured, through the Jbenc- 

volence of her excellent friends, a decent 

coffin for her dear child, who was brought 

L6 from 
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from the fpot where (he had -firft bceii 
compelled to inter hiqp, zhd, as near ai 
Ihe'could^ (he buried him according to the 
rites of our church i ereding a fimple 
monument^ denoting who he was. 

At her requeft an Indian went to Bos- 
ton to gather fome intelligence of the fate 
of Mr. Plcydcl. What a fufpence wai 
hers during the expedition ! and how little 
confolation-did his return afford her ! It 
amounted to no more that this j that Con- 
grefs had not yet determined on his 
death, ftill hoping they might, by threats 
and cruel treatment, induce him to tome 
over to their interefts, which would be a 
circumftance fo much in their favour, as 
would encourage them to eleA him the 
chief of their affembly : that he ftill con- 
tinued his firm adherence to loyalty ; pro-^ 
fcc tcftiug. 
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tefting» no prefcnt evils or future advan* 
tage (hbuld ever alter his fixed reiblutioil 
of preferving his faith inviolate to the 
bed of kings. The worthy Indian, tooj 
had been to/fome late friends of my filler^ 
who were not quite fo over-run with the 
enthufiafm of independence, as fome were^ 
and who had charity enough to commi^t 
fcrate her fituation,:. with ability toxniti-* 
gate her fuSerings in ^ (inall degree^ by 
affording her a little fupply of money and 
clothing : all which the honeft creaiur^ 
brought her with the utmoft fidelity,. •« 

V 

Finding that time brought no alleviatiofli 
to her griefs, that fhc might receive in^ 
formation o( all public affairs at .AK 
bany^ Ihe difpofed herfelf for travelling ^ 
that province, together with her helplefs 
infants^ When ihe made known h(?r-rei 
i .. '-'^i *' folution. 
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f^lutrofij ^ JnsdiaA pvho Imi firfl: pa£r<H 
pizcd htr, an4 whbie.tome was Logtn^ 
fixed bis tyci ujponbfr, vbile ihcf filled 
with tears. •^ Where arc. ypu. going,*? 
^ be CD ber^ ^* from a (bctety to whom 
•^ you arc dear? Why. will you not re* 
^ maia with us, who will proise^b you from 
^' every evil ? You know not idnt cfiflxefles 
^ you m$y encoumer» when Logan^ per- 
*<haps, will not be near to defend you 
'* from danger^. Children of afflidion ! 
t'.why will you leave this (afe retreat? I 
•* have known ibirow, yet the great Spirit 
** has bleft me with the power of leffcn- 
'* ing yours. I will relate to you the 
'i^ iufFerings of a man who has fdt the 
^< arrow of diftrefs rankle in his heart. I 
f* have fcca the loved partner of my life 
f^ torn from oiy embraces, nocwithft;^ld« 
f'ing aQ ibe «x$rpop^ my body^ en* 
, ; . '' fccblccf 
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i' feebled by wounds, woold permit mc td 
« make in her defence. Yes/* continued 
he, his eyes flaifaing fire, and his whole 
frame agitated with trembling ; *^ yes, I 
" faw her, whom I loved with tranfport; 
" dragged into the woods, and heard her 
«' dying groans ! I have feea my children 
^* fuffbcated and coafumed in the fire of 
«^ my dwelling ! 1 law it al) when i was 
<^ unable, from my bonds, torefeue theml 
r« Child of affliftion, thy hufbaild, thy 
<^ loved partner, though feparated from 
** thee, is ftill living. I a(k thee not to 
^* fupply the place of my beloved Attila. 
" Yet my_-eyes have never looked on -a 
«' woman fince ^her death, till I beheld 
** thee. But thy children may fupply to 
*« me the loft of my own ; and the hand 
** of Logan ifaalt defend their mother from 
<« evil. I wiU refpeft thee; and if A«u 

^^ canft 
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<^ canft not love me l^li thy hulband, call 
•* me thy brother ; and Logan fhall fuflFer 
«* death before his beloved fitter Iball be 
f * injured : is not the wampum ftill in 
«« thine hand?'' 

Madlda liftened to him with a namelefs 
terror. Though (he had the higheft idea 
of his honour, vyetfhe knew, and had heard 
more of the violent paflions of the Indians, 
whether love or hatred predominated. 
With gratitude Ihe thanked him for the 
protcftion he had already afforded her, but 
pointed out to him the necciEty of her im- 
mediately repairing to Albany, as there 
alone Ihe could meet with fuccouri and it 
was the advice of her prophetic child, that 
fheihould bend her forlorn footfteps thither 
as foon as poflible. Her firing of wam- 
pum ihe hung round her neck^ and vowed 

never 
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sever to ; part witb fo friendly a. proof of 
hiS'Zieals ^(hil^e ihouid never ceafe h^F 
pray^ra tpthe ^eat.Spiritito fliower dowd 
comfwtB on. his he»d*; •. ., ; ; 

" Oh ! never, never !'* cried he, throw* 
jng himfclf on the ground, ^' no, ncvei* 
•f can thcL wretched t-ogaft knoV an/ 
«comfo]:t, if be is deprived of thee! Never 
?* hfts the • fiiiv of joy riica in my ' bofom, 
" till fincc my eyes have feafted on thy 
^* beauty. Your cheeks, pale aiid ftained 
'^ with tears, have Caft an impreflioh in my 
^ heart never to be worn out. But your 
«^ heart dwellcth in the bofom of another. 
*« Logan Ihall never attempt to draw it 
" forth. Hcf' has fufFercd j and he can 
^* fuffer." 

*-- She 
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She attempted to reconcile, h^m to tte 
^bfclutc necefiity of their jitrting; wlsichy 
kowever^ he vould oot cMCoat ^y tiU Ae had 
given him leave, with two other Indians; 
to convey her in fafety to Albany, They 
l>egao their jouFiiey tHc n^yt 49f aft^r their 
coQverfatioo^ iirhifib oc^fioaed an ftdditioa 
of grief to my poor ifter> for Aye plaialf 
Urn tbe;agamii(ii|^ <imAi^ ^tt.jpQ&ni m 
the iKUAd of }.^afiip Pvrii^ : tHtiir king 
and troublefome manch, he ipoke but Ut^ 
tie^ and his melancholy increafed as they 
approached the end. His Cace was fre•^ 
quently bedewed with tears^ and his bofom. 
agitated with lighs and groans. 

The day before they reached their def*. 
tined refting place, he pointed out Albany, 
to her view. A gleam of joy overfpread 

her 
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her face, when a deep groan from her 
conductor made her turn all her attention 
towards him. In a voice of pity and 
compaflion, flic foothed his forrows, and 
tefought him to Ihare in the comfort her 
fad heart began to talle in the hope of be- 
ing kindly received by her dear hulband*S 
friends. *' Oh 1 that I could !'' he «^ 
<Mmcd i ^ bwt I ftall kuk you 5 ani 
^Ijogan tfill be thought of no morc.^ * 

She aiTured hjm moft ^Gerrently that his 
welfare would ever be dear to her' : that 
his kindnefs would never be forgotten: 
that the memory of him would feldoili be 
abfcnt from her thoughts, Compaflion for 
At miferies flie faw him daily and hourly 
fgiFer, drew this tender confc/Tiori from 
her. His face was Ul^^olioed m t mo~ 
ment with the moft exquifite tranfpott. 
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.He- fnatched her hand with an cagerncfc 
that made her ftart, and ftrivc to difengage 
k from his grafp. *' Oh ! Ubgan," fhie 
cried, *^ you are b^ound to proteft me ! do 
/* not make me repent the obligation you 
" have laid me under !" He turned from 
her^ and burft into tears s nor did he walk 
near her the remainder of the day. On the 
fucceeding they arrived at Albany ; and 
Logan conducted his charge to the hov^fe 
of Mrs. Wellers, the aunt of Mr. Pley- 
del, who received the poor wanderers, and 
promifed them an afylum, 

Matilda now gave way to the gratitude 
of her difpofition, and profufely thanked 
her generous Logan for the repeated kind- 
nefs he had ihewn her : but flie could 
not diffipate the gloom that enveloped his 
countenance. She endeavoured to make 
; 1 him 
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him fcnfible of the carcfles of her chil- 
dren, and from the neck- of the youngcft 
flic took a row of coral/which is worn to 
facilitate cutting the teeth, and faftened it 
by the gold locket to his arm. He look- 
ed on itfome moments without fpeaking; 
then turning towards her, wfth a fearful 
folemnity of countenance, he faid, ^^ I 
** have brought you to a place of fafety^, 
«^ and Logan has no more to do with life. 
*' May the great Spirit protedt you, and 
" re-unite you to the happieft of men ! 
** Logan has drank of the bitter cup of af- 
" fliftion ; but this is the- laft draught. 
« Farewel !" Saying which, he ftruck a 
dagger into his breaft, and falling at her 
feet, expired without a groan. 

The fuddennefs of the blow precluded 
all poflibility of preventing it. And the 

terror 
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terror that feized my poor lifter deprived 
her for fomc time of her fenfes« She be-» 
waited the death of this extraordinary 
man with the utmoft fincerity and grief.. 
Mrs. Wellers was a kind of woman^ that 
could form no idea of fuch a romantic 
paflion . in a favage, and was rather in- 
duced to believe Matilda muft have en- 
couraged his attachment. She liftened 
with great coolnefs to the accounts my 
fiftcr gave of his whole behaviour, and in 
Ihort her narrow prejudices fo difgufted 
Matilda, that nothing but dire neceflity 
could have prevailed on her to remain 
under her roof. This neceflity was the 
return of illnefs in a ftill greater degree 
to her daughter Caroline, who in ten days 
was no more. ' 

Mr8. 
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;Mrj|. tellers mnr becasitc rasher more 
h«itmtdzo4 andrlamenced with pitjr tht 
fitnmioQ of a helptefs ^^tH^ti who was 
tinaUe to refift thh hrvitBi force of a ia* 
Vlge^s lovt. Mcttildi^ was near driven to 
diftrafticki at tln« afefiitd and cruel idea, 
which Mrs. Wellers would not give upi 
of its being impoffible for a pretty young 
woman to have lived fome weeks in the 
fociety of a favage who loved her, with- 
out violation. It certainly behoved Ma- 
tilda to combat this ftrange fupicion as 
much as poflible, merely as it leflened 
her in the eyes of the only perfon, her- 
felf and children had now to depend on. 
But when the dread of fuch an idea be- 
' ing infufed into the mind of her hulband, 
caMe jci^fs her recoUeftion, fhe hardly 
knew how to fupport hcrfelf. She called 
Heaven to witnefs the purity of the paf- 

fiofi 
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£on Logan fck for her, and the fidelity 
ibe had (hewn her hufband. But flie had 
the mortificadon of feeiog diat, although ihe 
filencedj fhe could not convince the old 
lady, and had therefore every thing to 
dread ihould Heaven grant her the life 
and fociety of her hulband. 



Continued^ 
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^e Calamities of Civil War continued. 



MATILDA remained a prey to 

doubt^ and aliiioft defpair^for fome months^ 

liearing various accounts of Mr. Pleydel's 

ficuation^ which fo intirely contradifted 

each other, as to deftroy any fatisfadion 

fhe was fometimes inclined to indulge. — 

Her diftrefs on her hufcand's imprifonment, 

and uncertainty of the iflue of it ; the 

tleath of her two eldeft children, which 

flie muft fuppofe accelerated by fatigue 

and grief, together with the prefent evils 

with which fhe faw hcrfclf furroundcd, 

wei:e enough to Cnk the fpirits of the moft 

philofophic nniind : and add to all this, the 

Vol. I. M kind 
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kind of pity (he received from Mrs, 
Wellers, and the limited proteSion af- 
fording but a bare fubfiftence for hcrfelf 
and children, and you will allow Matilda 
was moft truly an objeft of compaflion. 
Reftlefs and uneafy, fhc wouldr frequently 
wander many miles from home ; and one 
day, full of meditation on her own me- 
lancholy fete, (he had lengthened her walk 
much farther than ufual, nor had fufficient 
recolleftion that (he ought to return till 
fhe found hcrfelf quite weary. At a diftance 
Ihe faw a fmall party of Indians coming to- 
wards her ; but of them (he had no apprehen- 
fion. When they approached her, (he learnt 
they were the inhabitants of a fettlement 
called Tufcarora, who are a very friendly 
tribe. She was never without beads, coral, 
feathers, and thofe articles of finery, which 
it is common for Indians, whether favages, 

or 



FOR FATHERS. 24 3 

or civilized, to be fond of; thefc (he pro- 
duced, and amongft her treafures (hewed 
them the firing of waaipum, 0ic had received 
from her generous, but unfortunateproteftor 
Logan. It was known inftantlyby moftof the 
aflctnbly, and (he related the circutnftancc 
of having it prefcnted to her by that brave 
warrior. While (he was attending to an 
eulogium of this chief, fome more of the 
party came towards them -, when a tall, 
meagre, pale-faced looking Indian gave a 
loud cry, and would have fallen to the 
earth, had he not been fupported by one 
of his companions who faw his diforder. 
Matilda happened to have fome volatile 
falts in her pocket, which fhe immediate- 
ly offered the fainting Indian ; but judge 
of her furprife and feelings, when, on going 
up to him, (he heard him exclaim, in a low 
voice ^* Matilda!" and then clofed his 
M 2 eyes. 
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eyes^ as if his foul had fled in pronouncing 
her name. Heaven infpired her with a pre- 
fence of mind ah^noft incredible. That the 
difguifed Indian was her hufband,there need- 
ed only the well-known found of his voice 
to convince her. But in the midft of her 
tranfport of joy in having found him, and 
her diftradion, left he was only brought be- 
fore her eyes to fee him breathe his laft, fhe 
happily recoUefted that every thing depend- 
ed on the prudence and caution with which 
fhe conduced herfclf. Whilefhe was bufy 
in ufing every method to recover him, fhe 
informed the furroundihg Indians that he 
had formerly been a domeftic of hers, 
and the fudden joy of having unexpeftedly 
feen her had overcome him, and thrown him 
into a diforder he was liable to be afflifted 
with. She intreatcd them to leave her 
with the fick man, and (he doubted not 

he 
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he would foon recover. They all re^ 
fpectfuUy ret'red to a diftance out of fight 

and hearing fuch politenefs ispraftifed by 

this untaught race of beings. Matilda then 
taking the hand of her birloved hufband, 
which (he bathed with tears, called to him 
by the moft endearing names, and by her 
careffes reftorcd him to fcnfe and recol* 
leftion. At firft be looked a little wild, 
and demanded how it was poflible they 
fhould have met. '« Oh, my adored Plcy- 
*' del," Ihe cried, " every thing is pof- 
" fible with the Almighty, who has thus, as 
" a reward for all our fufFcrings, ordained 
<< we (hould meet to part no more. Let us 
«' not wafte the precious moments in cxam- 
** ining how this bleffing has been accom- 
** plifhed ; but let us take advantage of it 
" to fecure ourfclves a fafe retreat. I refide 
*^ with your aunt Wellers at Albany, whi* 
M 3 " iher 
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*^ ther I will conduft you : how will fhe 
*^ rejoice at your fafety ! Oh, I have much 
'* to tell you, and your almoft familhed 
" looks, together with your difguife, too 
*^ plainly inform me, I have much alfo to 
*' hear. 

** All will be forgotten,*' he anfwercd, 
** Cnce I once more behold my dcareft 
'* Matilda. Where are my fwcet children ?^ 

•« You (hall fee them at our return,*' fhe 
replied, while the tears ftrayed down her 
cheek ; " but take leave of the good In- 
*' dians, and let us proceed to Albany." 

This bufinefs being arranged, the lately 
met pair fet forward for Mrs. Wellers's, A 
great deal of caution was neceflary left 
Mr. Plcydel fhould be known, for notwith- 
ftanding that town (till remained in the 

hands 
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hands of loyalifts, there were too many 
difaffedted perfons in it not to fear the 
word for the poor fugitive. It was almoft 
dark, and themfclves fpent with fatigue, 
when they reached the houfe of Mrs. Wel- 
lers. Matilda underwent a fevere chiding 
from the old lady, whofc temper, rather 
irafcible at all times, was not much 
fweetened by being told her niece had 
brought a fick Indian home with her. Her 
partiality for Indians was expatiated on in 
terms by no means pleafing ; but fhc bore 
it with great patience, letting her aunt 
proceed till fhc was pretty well tired, and 
then ventured to affure her, the Indian 
ihe prefumed to bring into her houfe was 
not fo much on the fcore of charity, which 
perhaps, as herfelf and children were pb- 
jedts of that virtue, Ihe had no righ£ to 
exercife it on another, how much foevcr l^r ■ 
M 4 heart 
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heart was inclined to it ; but that {he was 
well informed he had fome intelligence to 
give them refpefting her huftand, who 
had fortunately made his efcape from 
the danger into which the cruel tyranny of 
Congrefs had thrown him ; and, perhaps, 
this honeft Indian could inftrudl her in the 
means of once more beholding him. 

Notwithftanding the fingularity of Mrs. 
Wellers in many inftances, flie had a great 
love for her nephew 5 and but the Iha- 
dow of hope held out that flie (hould once 
more fee him, foftened her afpcrity in a 
moment. She requefted to fee the mef- 
fenger of good tidings direftly, and in her 
zeal would have declared, before all her 
fervants, that this Indian knew of Mr. 
tleydel's refidence, though that circum- 
fiance might have been attended with the 

ut- 
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utmofl: danger. The prudence, however, 
of Matilda never defertcd her on the 
moft trying occafibns, and ftie moderated 
the tranfports of the old lady, taking care 
that no one (hould be either eye or ear wit- 
nefs to the conference. It was fome time 
before Mrs. Wellers could be convinced 
that in reality it was her nephew whom (he 
faw, fo effectually had he perfonaied the 
manners] and figure of an Indian chief. 
They fettled among themfelvcs that he 
fhould ftill continue the drcfs he had aflum- 
ed till he could get from America, or at 
leaft till he had joined the royal army, 
which was now at New York, and to which 
place my fifter was extremely anxious to 
be gone for many reafons, the moft power- 
ful of which was, left Mrs- Wellers's incau- 
tious manner of fpeaking of every thing, 

Ihould 
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fhould lead any one to fufpeA who this In- 
dian was. 

She waved her hufband*s inquiry after his 
children for that nightj by telling him they 
were all in bed^ putting off his wi(h to fee 
them (though fleeping), for fear, if any of 
them ihould awake, they might be alarm- 
ed at the figure of fuch a man carefiing 
them. Neither would fhc feek her own 
gratification by hearing his adventures, 
but left him to that repofe fo very necellary 
to recruit his health and ftrength. 

The next morning (he went to his room, 
and prepared him for the melancholy de- 
tail (he had to make, by enumerating the 
bleffings they yet enjoyed in having lived 
to meet once more, when they muft have 
reafonably given up all thoughts of fuch 

hap- 
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happinefs in this world. With great piety 
and philofophy fhe fpoke of the allays to 
felicity, which arc the natural taxes of hu- 
manity, and to which wc muft fubmit, as 
they are inevitable. She then entered into 
a minute detail of her fufFerings, from the 
time of his apprehcnfion and her cxpulfion. 
Not a circumftanccdid fhe omit of Logan's 
generofity, and his growing pailion, which 
fhe beheld with the trueft concern ; but (he 
did ample jufticc to the honour of this un- 
fortunate chiefs conduct towards her, and 
with tears . bewailed the laft rafh aft of 
this extraordinary man. 

Happily for her. the mind of Mr. Pley- 
del was of the moft liberal ftamp ; he had 
too a thorough knowledge of the fenti- 
ments of the Indians, and that innate prin- 
ciple of honour, which adbuatcs and regu- 
lates 
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lates all their movements. — Logan was 
not unknown to himj cither by charafter 
or perfon. Of fuch a man as Logan^ he 
could enteitain no fufpicions ; and he had 
too much confidence in the afiefiion and 
honour of his wifcj to believe that in word 
or thought (he ever fwerved fiom either 
more than himfelf. They united their 
tears for the lofs of their dear children^ 
nor did a few fall over the afiies of the 
gallant Logan. 

Logan^ whom my "brother-in-law re- 
membered to have made a fpeech to Lord 
Dunmore, that would have done honour 
to the greatefl: philofopher and Chriftian 
hero. 

" I now a(k," he faid, ^^ of every white 
^' man, whether he hath ever entered the 

" cottage 
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«^ cottage of Logan, when preflcd with 

*^ hunger, and been refufed food ? whether 

<^ coming naked and ftiivering with cold, 

*' L-ogan hath not given him fomething to 

*^ cover himfelf with ? During the courfc 

*' of this laft war, fo long and fo bloody, 

" Logan hath remained quietly on his 

** mat, wifliing to be the advocate of peace. 

*' Yes, fuch is my attachment to white 

*^ men, that, even thofc of my nation, 

^^ when they paffed by, pointed at me, 

*^ faying, Logan is a friend to white men. 

** I had even thoughts of living amongft 

" you i but that was before the injury, I re- 

^' ceived from one of you. Laft fummer 

*^ Colonel Creflbp maffacred, in cool 

*' blood, and without any provocation, all 

*' the relations of Logan, without fparing 

*^ either his wife or his children. There is 

6 '^ not 
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«< not now one drop ofmy blood in the veins 
«* of any human creature exifting ! This 
«' is what has excited my revenge^ I have 
" fought it —I have killed feveral of your 
*« people, and my hatred is appeafed. I 
" rejoice at feeing the prolpeft of peace 
*^ brighten on my country. But do not 
^' imagine my joy is inftigated by fear. 
'* Logan knows not what fear is j he will 
" never turn his back to fave his life. But 
** alas ! no one remains to mourn for Lo- 
*' gan when he (hall be no more." 



o'' 



What a beautiful, fimple*, energetic and 
aflPefting fpeech ! — Could any one, who had 
heard him utter ic, harbour a thought in- 
jurious to the uniform charailer of fuch a 
man ? How did the laft unfortunate a6l of 

his 
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his life, while it ftamped a luftre on that 
charafter, both endear him, and caufe 
them to regret, with many bitter tears, the 
lofs of fo great a hero ! 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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